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ADVERTISEMENT. 


4 Reader i 18 requeſted to alter an indc- 
curacy of expreſſion, in page 85, lines 
10 and 11, which was nat properly adverted 
to, till the ſheet had paſſed the preſs, vize 
for the words « are not to.be found in any of 


the oldeſt,” 70 read” ec were not found in any 
of the earlieſt and beſt.“ He is deſired alſo to 


* pardon and correct ſome manifeſt faults in the 


punctuation, together with a few literal errors 
of the preſs, which, it is apprehended, are too 
obvious to need tb be pointed out, and of too 
little conſequence to occaſion any obſcurity in 
the e « the Author. 
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A LETTER, Kc. 


MY LORD, 


\H E controverſy which hath of late 
years been ſo much and warmly agi- 
”\ tated, reſpecting the fundamental articles of 
the Theological Syſtem, at preſent received as 
TY and by law eſtabliſhed in this king- 
dom; whether I conſider it as a Chriſtian, a 
Citizen, or a member of the church of Eng- 
| land, appears to me to be of the moſt N 
nature, and of the higheſt importance to ſo- 
Fiery. 
lf the ſubject of debate be properly ſtated, I 
think it may be fairly reduced to the two fol- 
{lowing points: Whether to aſſert, that the Su- 
preme Creator of all things, hath in theſe later ages 
of our world, been made one of his own creatures, 


| bon be, or be not blaſpheming the eternal Deity ? 


And whether, the worſhipping the Supreme God, 
as having the body, parts, and paſſions of a created 
being, (to ſay nothing of its abſolute inconſiſ- 
tency with the doctrine of the firſt religious ar- 
__— ticle 


11 


ticle of our own church) be, or be not the moſt 


criminal ſpecies of idolatry; the very fin eſta. 


bliſhed among the Iſraelites by their king Jero- 
boam, on account of which the Divine Provi- 
dence is repeatedly declared to have ſo early 
accompliſhed the deſtruction of that kingdom, 
and the diſperſion of the ten tribes? 

Surely, my Lord, prejudice apart, there can 
be nothing in theſe queſtions, which a man of 
plain underſtanding and common-rate abilities, 
is not thoroughly qualified to determine, For, | 


to ſuppoſe, that after the beſt reſearches of ; 
candid, conſcientious, and reflecting men, re- 


vealed religion affords ſome of them juſt cauſe | 


to think, that the belief, or rather the profeſ- | 
fion of belief of any particular doctrine is re- 


quiſite to ſalvation; whilſt it is calculated to 


convince others, that the ſelf-ſame doctrine is 
really blaſphemous, were groſsly to affront its 
divine Author; in fact, deny ing him that un- 
bounded wiſdom and goodneſs, which are at- 
tributes eſſentially neceſſary to his exiſtence. 
When therefore we ſee men, juſtly deſerving that 
character, obſtinately adhere to oppoſite conclu- 
fions, deduced on both ſides from the ſacred | 


Scriptures, we may be aſſured, there is ſome © 


deception in the caſe: that the true nature of 


the queſtion is not apprehended by both the 


par- 
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ſta- pate and that one of chem "we from er- 
roneous premiſes. 

I To endeavour to bring the main object of 
this religious controverſy into one common ob- 
vious point of view, and extricate it from that 
| obſcurity, in which ſuperſtition and ſophiſtry 
can 5 have too long involved it, (however unequal 1 
n of may prove to the undertaking) is the purpoſe 
ties, of theſe pages. And I addreſs them, in this 
For, public manner to your Lordſhip, amongſt ſome 
s of . other, for the following reaſons. 

That general unbelief of revealed religion 
amongſt the higher orders af our country- 
men, which, however your Lordſhip and 1 
might differ in our manner of accounting for 
tit, is too notorious for either of us ta doubt of, 

s hath, by a neceſſary conſequence, produced in 
at its the majority of our preſent legiſlators, an abſo- 
7 lute indifference towards religious queſtions of 
every kind. They regard religion merely in a 
political light; and inſtead of thinking every 
1 individual concerned and intereſted in articles 
onclu- * of theology, conſider them as the buſineſs of 
bt Eccleſiaſtics only, as forming a particular de- 


ſome © ©} partment of the ſtate. They are therefore no 
Ire of | z more inclined to hearken to remonſtrances, ſug- 
th the { geſted by the conſcientious ſcruples of any of 
par- the inferior Clergy, whilſt the Biſhops, Deans, 
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and Archdeacons continue to approve the doc- 
trines remonſtrated againſt, than they would be 
to attend to the complaints of a few ſubalterns 
in the army or navy, upon a point, which all 
the ſuperior. officers ſhould pronounce efſenti- 
ally neceſſary to the ſervice. 

From theſe circumſtances there ſeems too 
much reaſon to apprehend, that no propoſal for 
the reviſal and amendment of our theology and 
mode of public worſhip will be attended to by 
Parliament, unleſs it originates from, or, at 
leaſt, is ſupported by that Right Reverend 
Bench, of which your Lordſhip is one of the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed ornaments. I muſt add, 
that ſhould ſuch a propoſal ever proceed from 
your Lordſhips, the very indifference above 
mentioned would ſecure it an eaſy paſſage 
through both Houſes, as a mere official buſi- 
neſs. It greatly behoves your Lordſhips, there- 
fore, to be well affured, that every thing in our 
religious eſtabliſhment is right in the ſight of 
God; for ſhould it prove otherwiſe, the guilt 
of preventing the neceſſary reformation muſt reſt 
chiefly upon your Lordſhips. 

Confiderations of this kind naturally turned 
my attention upon this occaſion, towards the 
members of your ſacred Order ; and the fincere 
eſteem, which I very early contracted for your 

Lord- 


( 5) 

Lordſhip's elegant manners and amiable diſ- 
poſition, together with a veneration of your 
great learning and eminent abilities, foon fixed 

it upon your Lordſhip, Y 
Befides, after your Lordſhip's public diſ- 
courſes upon the ſubje& of our Articles, in 
Lincoln's-Inn chapel, and your well-atteſted 
patronage and commendation of Mr. Burgh's 
defence of Athanaſianiſm, your Lordſhip muſh 
be regarded as one of the avowed, as well as 
ableſt champions of the eſtabliſhed theology. 
Your Lordſhip, alſo, is well known to have 
made the prophecies of the New Teſtament 
your particular ſtudy : and they are moft in- 
timately connected with the ſubject of the pre- 
ſent debate. | | 

In caſes of groſs abſurdity of every kind, our 

own reaſon, if fairly exerted, is abundantly 
able to convince us what 1s wrong. But, in 
theological queſtions, to diſcover what is right, 
a certain degree of knowledge of every part of 
the ſacred writings is, without doubt, indiſ- 
penſibly neceſſary. And though many, both of 
the Laity and Clergy, who are very little, if at 
all, acquainted with the meaning of the prophe- 
tic parts of the Holy Scriptures, are ready to 
decide as peremptorily in favour of what is 
called Orthodoxy, as the uninformed young gen- 
| tleman 
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tleman juſt now named]; yet I am bold to affirm, 
that no man can be a competent judge of the 
main point in this queſtion, unleſs he hath a 
clear conception of their general ſcope and 
meaning, ſo far as they have been already ful- 
filled ; and 1s able to give, at leaſt, a rational, 
conſiſtent explanation of the nature of that uni- 
verſal apoſtacy and fundamental corruption of 
our Holy Religion, which is the grand object 
of almoſt all the prophecies of the Goſpel. 
Indeed, without this qualification, I do not 
ſee, upon what firm grounds any Miniſter of 
our Religion can ſatisfy, either himſelf or 
others, of the intent, or even of the divine 
authority of thoſe Scriptures which he profeſſeth 
to teach. He will not, ſurely, lay any great 
ſtreſs upon the opinions or teſtimony of that 
chain of writers, generally termed Orthodox, 
which extends through the fix or ſeven cen- 
turies neareſt to the age of the Apoſtles ; for 
unfortunately all the groſſeſt corruptions of 
Chriſtianity have deſcended regularly, though 
gradually through the very ſame line. In the 
fourth and ſucceeding centuries of the Chriſtian 
æra, your Lordſhip well knows, the ſtate of 
the Church was egregiouſly corrupt and ſuper- 


ſtitious. And the method then prevalent of 


determining truth by a plurality of voices, and 
; | enfor Ce 
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1 
enforcing their deciſions by the arm of the ci- 
vil magiſtrate, leaves but little room for an 
impartial mind to reſt itſelf upon any evidence 
produced from the writers of thoſe ages. And 
with reſpect to that which ariſes from the writers 
of the ſecond century, which is of all by far the 
moſt important, it is attended with two very 
ſuſpicious circumſtances. The firſt is, the 
zealous care wherewith their orthodox ſucceſ- 


ſors have deſtroyed the works of all the authors 


of that early age, who differed from them, under 
the common name of Heretics, The other, 
that under that general ignominious appellation, 
have periſhed the works of all thoſe writers (and 


doubtleſs they were many) who had either been 
educated, Chriſtians from their infancy, or had 


been converted from the religion of the Jews, 
and who flouriſhed before the middle of the 


century: and that the only men, even of the 


latter half of that period, whoſe writings have 
been permitted to come down to us, were, 


moſtly, if not all, converts from Paganiſm, and 
had all of them been trained up in the ſchools 
of the later Platoniſts, or other philoſophic 
ſets. Beſides which, one can ſcarce read two 
pages of any remaining work, either of the ſe- 
cond or third century, without meeting with 
fuch palpable inſtances of the moſt credulous 


112 3 ſuper- 
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ſuperſtition of the author as tend greatly to in- 
validate the force of any evidence he can give 
us. But if human teſtimony, in this caſe, is ſo 
defective, it is alſo unneceflary : and, as in St. 
Paul's days, fo in ours, the faith of every ra- 
tional diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt ſtandeth not in the 
wiſdom or veracity of men, but in the power of 
God “. 

To an inquiſitive, reflecting mind, which 
muſt have ſomething more ſolid to reſt its con- 
victions upon than a mere ſcholaſtic diſplay of 
words, it ſoon appears, that in order to con- 
vince mankind of the truth and certainty of any 
ſupernatural revelation of the divine Will, the 
evidence alſo by which it is atteſted muſt be of 
a ſupernatural kind, At the firſt promulgation 
of ſuch a revelation, immediate miracles are the 
only ſupernatural tokens of divine authority, 
whereby it can be atteſted. And notwithſtanding 
all the objections that ſophiſtry hath laboured to 


raiſe againft them, they may, undoubtedly, be | 


ſo numerous, and of ſuch a fort, as fully to 
ſatisfy every candid, unprejudiced ge 
that they are, indeed, produced by the ſigna 
interpoſition of that all- controling Being, who 


alone can be ſuppoſed capable of over-ruling the 
general courſe of nature, which he owly hath. 


1 Cor. Ul 5. 


eſtabliſn- 
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eſtabliſhed... The full force, however, of this 
kind of preternatural evidence operates only 
upon the eye - witneſſes of the miraculous facts. 
To ſucceeding generations its weight is conti- 
nually decreaſing, in proportion to the length of 
time elapſed from the wonder- working period. 
And with reſpect to the miracles wrought at the 
firſt preaching of the Chriſtian covenant, being 
recorded only in thoſe books, which announce 
to us the divine authority of the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt; the certainty of their having been per- 
formed. muſt depend entirely upon the veracity 
of the books, in which their hiſtory is contained : 
they cannot; therefore, now be admitted in evi- 
2 dence of the veracity of thoſe writings, of which 
| ; 9 172 themſelves make a very conſiderable part. 
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; 2 17 he accampliſhnient of predicted events is then 
ö the only permanent; and to us the only ſatis- 
| * 1 factory evidence of the divine origin of the Re- 
0 ; 4 ligion we profeſs: And ſo neceſſary a teſtimony "ol 


in behalf of every revelation is he ſpirit of pro- . 
ö Leal that we are warranted by the word of 

; God himſelf; in rejecting every religious doc- 

7 trine, which is not ratified by the viſible im- 

) 2 preſſion of this heavenly ſeal. *© If thou ſay in 

* thine heart, (ſaith God by his ſervant Moſes®) 

L * how ſhall we know the word, which the Lord 


Deut. xvii. 21, &c. 
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&« hath not ſpoxen? When a Prophet ſpeak- 
eth in the name of the Lord, if the thing 
« follow not, nor come to paſs, that is the 
„thing which the Lord hath not ſpoken, but 
« the' Propher hath ſpoken it ee : 
thou ſhalt not be afraid of him. 
The great weight of this kind of fophinklurit 
evidence of the authority of revealed Religion, 
as your Lordſhip hath very judiciouſty ob- 
ferved +, depends not merely upon the comple- 
tion of any two or three particular predictions 


taken fingly, which might, perhaps, be deemed 


fortuitous, but upon the accompliſhment of 
that general courſe of great events decreed to 
take place at various and diſtant periods, through 
all the ages of the world; and foretold, in that 
extenſive, well-compatted chain ef prophecies, 
which pervades and connects together all thoſe 
facred writings that contain che eſſential doctrines 
of revelatton, for the very purpoſe of bearing, 
at all times, the moſt convincing teſtimony to 
the divine authority, both of the Law and the 
Goſpel: It is obvious, therefore, that the more 
numerous the links are, of which this chain is 
compoſed, and the greater diſtance there is be- 
tween the time of the prediction and that of the 
correſponding event, the more ſatisfactory and 
Þ Introd. to the Study of the Proph. Serm. 4. | 
an 5 indiC- 
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7 indiſputable is the proof arifing from * 80 
chat the ſtrength of that evidence, which is de- 
rived from prophecy, is continually increaſing 
in the very ſame proportion, in which that de- 
duced from miracles decreaſes. When * the 
= myſtery of God ſball be finiſhed, in the full and final 
® accompliſhment. of the whole ſeries of predic- 
tions, the entire force of this ſupernatural evi- 
dence in favour of divine revelation will, with-- 
out doubt, univerſally appear complete and ir- 
reſiſtibly convincing. In the mean time, fince 
it is much greater to us than it can have been 
to any preceding age; - fince it affords the only 
rational and ſolid grounds, on which we can 
erect the edifice of our own religious faith, and 
the only arguments, by which we can reaſonably 
F hope to convert the unbelieving world ; the 
hoſe | 6 greateſt ſervice that can be done the cauſe. 

of true - Chriſtianity, ſeems to be to turn the 
public attention to the prophecies of ſacred 
WM writ, and to thoſe particularly, wherein the 
a 7 profeſſors of the Chriſtian faith are clearly and 
in an eſpecial manner concerned. For this rea- 
| ſon, I conſider the lectures founded by your 
. > Right Reverend and profoundly learned friend, 
of which your Lordſhip hath favoured the pub- 
lic with the firſt courſe, as the moſt 4mportant 
i * 3's. AOL 
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inſtitution of the kind that hath ever taken 
place amongſt us. Yet, at the ſame time, my 
Lord, I canpot forbear lamenting the unworthy 
narrowneſs of its main view, which, ſo far as 
I can judge from the deed of truſt, and from the 
tenor of your Lordſhip? $ elegant and ingenious 
diſcourſes, is confined merely to the object of 
proving the church of papal Rome to be the 
apoſtate, antichriſtian Church, predicteg by the 
prophets, both of che Old Teſtament and the 
New. 

During the feeble, infant ſtate of Proveſtan- 
tiſm, its abettors did very right to adopt every 
juſtifiable method of defence againſt the hoſtile 
attacks of the Roman Catholics. And it was 
then natural, it was neceſſary, to point out to 
the world thoſe prophetic fi gnatures, which fo 
ſtrongly characterize papal Rome, and to ex- 
claim, that the Pope was Antichriſt. But now, 
Im theſe days of ſecurity, as well as eſtabliſh- 
ment, it were ſurely a more liberal way of ſtu- 
dying the Prophecies, to aim at diſcovering what 
their real meaning is, than to predetermine 
them to one particular ſenſe. And it would 
undoubtedly be far more uſeful to us, and much 
more becoming us as Chriſtians, to examine 
whether we ourſelves are right, rather than 
r 3 amuſe 


| 6 13 
WD: ourſelves with e . * 
churches are Wrong. | 
There is the greater reaſon for ths . in 
eur mode of ſtudying theſe moſt important 
parts of the Holy Scriptures, becauſe in com- 
mon juſtice to the Papiſts, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, 'that the corruptions of the Chriſtian 
Church, though they were perhaps completed, 
were not begun under the eccleſiaſtical tyranny 
of the Biſhops of Rome; nor did their uſurpa- 
tion continue uniyerſal, even over the regions 
of the Weſtern empire, during the period of 
1260 years, 2 circumſtance: abſolutely requiſite 
to the completion of St. John's prophecy. In 
ſhort, my Lord, it is abundantly evident, that 
the characters of the predicted Apoſtacy, ſhould 
be ſought for in the doctrines of a Church, not 
in the local ſituation of its primate, And though 
St. John calls the complicated human power, 
by which the genuine doctrines of the Goſpel 
were to be perverted and depraved, by the title 
of Antichrift x, yet we muſt remember, that, in 
the ſame paſſage, he plainly intimates, that in 
his ſenſe of the expreſſion there may, at the 
ſame time, be many Antichriſts. And after all 
the ſtreſs, which your Lordſhip and other com- 
mentators have thought fit to lay upon the Cir- 
A I Jann * i. l 8. | 
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eumſtance of the ſruen · hilled City. as deſcriptive 
of the peculiar reſidence of Autichriſi, there ſtill 
appears to me ſufficient reaſon to believe, that 
in the prophetic vifion of St. John, that em- 
blematie term is never once uſed to denote the 
Hierarchy of the city of Rome. 

The. contrary opinion of moft Proteſtant 
commentators ſeems to have ariſen from their 
confounding, under the common name of An- 
tichrift, the ſeveral objects of the different pro- 
phecies of Daniel, Paul and John, concerning 
the apoſtacy of the Chriſtian Church, and even 
of different parts of the ſame prophecy ; and 
inftead of explaining each of them fingly and 
regularly, and making only an impartial uſe of 
that light, which they mutually reflect upon 


each other, deducing from them indiſcriminately 


the notes of the Apoſtate Church, as if tho 


ſcope and meaning of all, and even of every 


part of them were preciſely the ſame, Thus 
your Lordſhip, in your learned and ingenious 
lectures, taking it for granted, that the little 
horn of Daniel's fourth beaſt, the man of fin of 
St. Paul, and (what to me ſeems indeed extra- 


ordinary) both he ſeven-headed beaſt full of names 


f blaſphemy, and the woman riding upon that 
ſame ſeven-headed beaſt, as alſo tbe beaft in ap- 
pearance a lamb, but in ſpeech à dragon, and the 


falſe 
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falſe' prophet of St. John's Revelation, axe all of 
them only different denominations of the Hie. 
rarchy of the Apoſtate Church, endeavours to 
fix the charge of Antichriſtian Apoſtacy upon 
the Biſhop and Church of Rome, by arguments 
deduced ſometimes from one of: thoſe prophe- 
cies, ſometimes from another, but without the 
uniform application of any one of them to the 
ſuppoſed object of the predictioͤn. P 
The reaſon of this conduct, which is very 
far from being peculiar to 'your Lordſhip, is 
ſufficiently - obvious. For could it once be 
proved, that the ſpiritual ſovereignty of the 
Roman Pontiff is the fole, exclyfive* object of 
all thoſe prophecies, it would follow, that no 
Church, which diſallowed that ſovereignty, and 
renounced the communion of the Church of 
Rome, could be at all concerned in her guilt : 
and conſequently the ſeveral Proteſtant Church- 
es, which, rejecting the pretended ſupremacy of 
Rome, have erected ſeparate Hierarchies of 


their own, muſt be allowed to ſtand perfectly 


clear of the heinous crimes. of the predicted 
Apoſtzey, and to be indeed, what they all call 


themſelves, the reformed Churches of Chriſt. 


But the misfortune is, that this favourite exciu- 
five application of the characters of — 
Serm. XII, p. 426, ed. 1. 


to 


F 
to the Church of Rome, is ſo far from being 


warranted by the plain meaning of the prophe-. 


cies themſelves, that, in thoſe of the New Teſ- 
tament, there are ſome circumſtances which 
cannot in any ſenſe be applied to her, as diſtin- 
guiſhed from other Churches: and ſcarce any 
(I believe 1 might ſay none) which are in rea- 
lity more peculiarly applicable to the Roman, 
than to all the eſtabliſhed Churches in Europe. 
I fear it is too great an honour for me to ex- 
pect; but I cannot forbear requeſting your 
Lordſhip to favour me with your attention to a 


curſory review of the great leading characters 


of the ſeveral predictions upon this ſubject, con- 
fidering thoſe of each Prophet ſeparately, and 


in the order in which, our Canon hath, dnn | 
them. p 


With 8 5 Daniel, my. Tank. it + 
be remarked, that; if we except; the celebrated 
prediction of the ſeyenty weeks, the avowed ob- 
jects of all his | prophecies are the great revolu- 
tions of civil government under the four uni- 
verſal monarchies of Babylon, Perſia, Greece 
and Rome. It is therefore reaſonable to con- 
clude, that no circumſtances are introduced by 
the prophet, but ſuch as coincide, or are neceſ- 


ſarily connected with the main ſcope of his pre- 


dictions. Now ſince the ten horns of his fourth 
viſionary 


oh 66 28 
viſionary beaſt * are declared to be emblems of 


the many ſeparate kingdoms, into which this 


prophet, ſo many ages before the event, repeat- 


4 edly foretold the European, Roman Empire 
would be divided, it will readily be granted, 
that the little horn + repreſenting a temporal 


= principality ariſing upon the ruins of ſome of 


the various governments, into which the body 
of the Empire was at firſt broken, differing 
from the other kingdoms of the Weſt, and 


though little, that is, inferior to the other prin- 
"> cipalities in power, yet aſſuming a tone and 
deportment more arrogant than any of them, 


| a blaſpheming 4 the Deity, and perſecuting con- 


7 ſcientious Chriſtians, is a very juſt and exact 
type of the Roman hierarchy, and applicable 


to no other hierarchy upon earth, becauſe none 

eder ever acquired to itſelf an independent civil 
dominion. But then it is to be obſerved, that 
the Church of Rome, as deſcribed in this pro- 
; 7 phecy, within the limits of its own temporal 
3 Juriſdiction, that is, as far as its local ſituation 


| 7 members of the old Roman empire, an horn of 
the emblemaric beaſt deſcribed both in this vi- 
E ſion and in the revelation of St. John. It can- 
4 not therefore, in reſpect of its local fituation, 


+ Ibid. v. 8, 20—24. Þ Ibid, v. 25. 
D =”. 


* Dan, c. 7. 


is concerned, is itſelf one of the disjointed 
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be conſidered, ' much leſs excluſouely conſidered 
as the antitype of the woman repreſented by the 
Apoſtle riding upon that very beaſt, that is, 
ſupported by all the European princes, of whom 
the Roman hietarch is one. Nor can the exal- 
tation of the Biſhop of Rome to the throne of 
civil power, which is clearly ,one of the chief 
ſubjects of this - prophecy, any otherwiſe aſſiſt 
us in determining the ra of that univerſal 
apoſtacy from the true religion of the Goſpel, 
predicted by the Prophets of the new Covenant, 
than as it affords us a very convincing proof of 
its having taken place previouſly to that event ; 
becauſe without a long and general falling away 
both of paſtors and. people from the ſpirit and 
principles of Chriſtianity, eccleſiaſtical ambi- 
tion could never have aimed at, much leſs have 
attained ſo high à pinnacle of worldly greatneſs. 
Let us then, my Lord, turn over to the Pro- 


| Phets of the New Teſtament; and in the next 


place, confider thoſe previous notices of this un- 
happy exchange of the religion of the Goſpel for 
Antichriſtian ſuperſtition, which we find given 
by St. Paul to the firſt converts to Chriſtianity. 
The chief of theſe is the well-known prophecy, 
in his ſecond Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, con- 
cerning the man of fin *, who, when the obſtacle, 
2 Theſſ. c. ii. v. 3-12. 
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which in the Apoſtle's days, and for ſome time 
- after, prevented his appearance, ſhould be re- 
moved, would oppoſe and counteract the Divine 
commands, thereby aſſuming to himſelf an au- 


thority ſuperior to that of God, exalting himſelf 


above the object of our religious worſhip, ſeat- 
ing himſelf in the temple of God, and behaving 
as if he were God himſelf. The ſecret impiety 
which' would produce this fatal perverfion of 
our religion, the Apoſtle informs us began to 


operate even in thoſe early times; and aſſerts, 


that it would continue to extend its baneful in- 
fluence until the manifeſtation of the man of fin, 
under whom the Apoſtacy from the truth of the 


Holy Goſpel would be general and laſting, be- 
ing ſupported, not only by the exertion of every 
human power, but alſo with pretended miracles 
and lying-wonders : but that at length this im- 
pious tyranny would decline and gradually be 
conſumed by the reſtoration of the genuine doc- 
tries of Chriſt's Goſpel, here metaphorically 
called the breath of his mouti and will be finally 


deftroyed at that grand revolution of human 


affairs, which is ſo frequently alluded to in the 
Holy Scriptures, and denominated the coming of 
Jeſus Chrift. One great cauſe of this ſhameful 


Con, St. Paul plainly intimates* would be 


* 2 Theſſ. c. ii, v. 12. 
the 
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the pleaſure which the bulk of the people Would 
take in ſuch acts of unrighteouſneſs as are en- 
couraged by, at leaſt are conſiſtent with the, pro- 
feſſion of the Antichriſtian ſuperſtition, in pre- 
ference to that moral rectitude of life and purity 
of mind, which is indiſpenſibly requiſite in every 
profeſſor of the true religion of the Goſpel, 
whoſe ſole end is o fave mankind, that is, to 
heal them of their vices: and he aſſerts, that, 
for this reaſon, divine Providence would give 
them up to their own imaginations ; let them ex- 
perience the miſerable conſequences of their i im- 
pious folly, and ſuffer them to be ſo ſtrongly 
and ignominiouſly deluded, as to believe a pal- 
pable falſhood, 

The name of the man of fin, which. 1s r 
uſe of in this prophecy, neither your Lordſhip, 
nor any other approved Commentator, ſuppoſes 


to ſignify any one particular man, but merely a 


human power poſſeſſed and actually exerted by 
a ſucceſſion of different men. And it is not 
eaſy to conceive, how any one ſhould have un- 
derſtood that phraſe in a more limited ſenſe, 
who well conſidered this prediction, and com- 
pared it with the apocalypſe of St. John, or 
even who attended to the obvious meaning of 
fimilar expreſſions in other parts of the ſame 
Apoſtle's 


Apoſtle's writings, - For as the man of God 
evidently means not any particular man, but 
every ſincere and good Chriſtian, in all ages and 
nations of the world, ſo the man of fin undoubt- 
 edly ſignifies not any one man alone, but every 
man or number of men, in all ages, and I muſt 


add, in all places too (though there, perhaps, 


your Lordſhip will not agree with me) whoſe 
peculiar ſtation and circumſtances ſhall be found 
to correſpond to the prophetic deſcription here 
given us. 

But your Lordſhip thinks + that the cir- 
cumſtance of his fitting in the temple or 
church of God, clearly denotes the power ſig- 
nified by the man of fin, to be an eccleſiaſtical 


and not a civil power: and that, on this ac- . 


count, the prophecy} is applicable ſolely to the 
hierarchy. of Rome. To warrant this conclu- 
. ion, however, two things are neceſſary, which 
to me appear abſolutely impracticable; the one, 
to demonſtrate that no ecclefiaftics beſides thoſe 
of Rome have ever tyrannically invaded the re- 
ligious rights and liberties of conſcientious 
Chriſtians : the other, to ſhew that no civil 
power ever uſurped ſuch a ſupreme authority 
in matters of religion as belongs to God alone, 
nor ever enacted and enforced upon its ſubjects 
any articles of faith and terms of the Chriſtian 
* 2 Tim. iii. 17. + Serm. 11. 
Cove- 


wn 
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Covenant contrary. to, or even | beſides thoſe 
which the-expreſs word of God hath declared to 
be noceſſary to ſalvation. Till theſe be done, 

not only the Roman Catholic, but every unpre- 
| zudiced perſon will be apt to accuſe your Lord- 
ſkip of partiality and a want of your uſual 
candour, in the excluſive application of this pro- 
phecy to the Pope, For let us ſuppoſe, (what 
I, for my own part, am thoroughly convinced 
of) that the deſpotic ſupremacy, claimed and ex- 


erciſed by the Biſhop of Rome, in all religious 


concerns, certainly brings him within the line of 
the prophetic deſcription, and conſtitutes him 
St. Paul's man of fin. When our own eighth 
Henry, from motives of mere perſonal reſent- 
ment, thought fit to transfer that very ſame ſu- 
premacy from the perſon of the Pope to himſelf, 
-within the limits of his own dominions ; when 
the ſame ſpiritual courts ſubſiſted, the fame ec- 
eleſiaſtical juriſdiction was continued under him, 
"which had been eſtabliſhed under the Roman 
Pontiff ; when, in the full ſpirit of Papal ty- 
ranny, he burnt ſome of his ſubjects for not re- 
nouncing the authority of the Pope, and others 
for renouncing ſome of the groſſeſt errors of Po- 
pery ; had not he alſo every feature of the man 
of fin * Nay, even in the days of reformation, 
and the reigns of Proteſtant princes, when. by 


virtue 


(as) 
virtue of the very ſame aſſumed authority and 
ſupreme power in religious affairs, and by the 
ſame mode of eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction, numbers 
of conſcientious perſons were unpriſoned, ' fined, 
tortured, and even burned to death, for not pro- 
feſſing, or not conforming to, what they were 
firmly perſuaded was repugnant to the com- 
mands of God, were none of the diſtinguiſhing 
marks of this predicted, impious power, to be 
diſcerned in our own country? Or ſhall the ſame 
characters be allowed to denote the man of God 
in England, which in Italy ſerve to point out 
the man of fin and fon f . Perdition ? I do not 
mean by this method of argument to inſinuate 
any particular accuſation - againft either the ci- 
vil government or the eccleſiaſtical polity of our 
own. nation, I know not any one eſtabliſhed 
church, nor any principality in Europe, which 
is not equally liable to the charge. So early as 
in the fourth century, when Conſtantine inter- 
poſed his imperial power to eftabliſh the. Creed 
of the Nicene Fathers, as the true and only 
ſtandard of the orthodox Faith, to be profeſſed 
by all his ſubjects, St. Paul's man of ſin was clearly 
manifeſted. And from that time to the preſent, 
every fucceſſive power, whether civil or eccle- 
ſiaſtical, ſingle and independent, or both to- 
gether in alliance, which” hath in any degree 

2 abridged 
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85 TS 
abridged that liberty in religious matters, where- 
with Chriſt made all his diſciples free; which # 


m—_— 


by means of temporal rewards on one hand, and | 
diſqualifications, penalties and corporal puniſh- 4 f 
ments on the other, hath eſtabliſhed amongſt MF , 
the people points of religious diſcipline or doc- | 3 
trine, that not only were not enjoined upon the WM ( 
converts by the firſt preachers of the Goſpel, „ 
but are contradictory to the firſt principles, both MY j 
of reaſon and revelation, and even to the plain , 
and poſitive commands of God; every ſuch * 8 
power, whereſoever it may be ſituated, is indiſ- 5 2 
putably the ſinful power characterized in this , 
celebrated prediction of St. Paul. It hath been J 
ſuppoſed, indeed (upon no ſufficient grounds), J 
that the imperial power of old Rome, inſtead of Þ} | 
being, at any period, the object of this pro- 9 
phecy, was the very obſtacle here ſpoken of, 3 0 
as preventing the manifeſtation of the man of e 
fin : and that he could not appear before the de- 1 
ſtruction of the Weſtern Empire. But if your MM q 
Lordſhip's patience will permit you to favour A 2 
me with your attention to the remarks I have to 2 p 
offer upon the correſpondent prophetic viſion 7 
of St. John, I perſuade myſelf, we ſhall find 3 c 
abundant reaſon to conclude, that the- obſtacle # 74 
hinted at by St. Paul, was the Paganiſm of the 4 . 


Roman emperors, which, ſo long as it con- 
| tinued, 
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tinted, muſt, in the very nature of things, pres 
3 vent the civil power of the empire from being 


exerted to eſtabliſn and fupport any nominally 
* Chriſtian Church; and that, by the abolition of 
Paganiſm in the imperial palace, and the eon- 
verſion of Conſtantine, to what was then, (though 
not very juſtly) called the Religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt, every impediment to the revelation of 
the man of fin was effectually taken out of the way. 
It is true, this interpretation makes the civil 
= magiſtrate the chief cauſe and ſupporter of the 
general confirmed Apoſtacy from true Chriſti- 
4, anity. And it appears to me impoſſible, that it 
.d have been effested by any ocher means; 
Even within the precincts of the Holy See, the 
| Nomiſn ſuperſtition is maintained ſolely by the 
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not as an eccleſiaſtic ; and within the dominions 
F of other princes; when the authority and influ- 
= ence of the Church of Rome extended fartheſt, 
it never did nor could enforce obedience to itæ 
5 | Jecroey/ eee but under the protection 
1 A and by the aid of the civil nnn in cd 
4 particular country. f | 

3 St. Paul tells the Theffalonians, FEY he 
coming of this man of fin would be not only 
ꝛpith all power, but with figns and lying wondevs... 
4 And if it be thought right to underſtand this 
1 E eir- 


1 
cireumſtarice as deſcriptive of the appearance of 
the firſt man who uſurped a ſpiritual tyranny 
over the minds of his fellow - creatures, and im- 
piouſly arrogated to himſelf tlie power of or- 
daining articles of faith and religious doctrine, 
which are not required of Chriſtians in the Goſ- 
pel, it is moſt remarkably applicable to the per- 
ſon of Conſtantine; for his converſion happened 
when he was at the head of a powerful army, 
and was pretended to have been occaſioned by 
the miraculous viſion of a crucifix in the clouds, 
whoſe celeſtial inſcription promiſed him victory, 
upon his adopting the profeſſion ſignified by that 
ien or emblem. But, from the application 
which the Proteſtants uniformly make of this 
part of the prophecy to the fabulous legends of 
the Roman Catholics, I conclude, there is ſome- 
thing in the turn of: expreſſion of the whole ſen- 
tence taken together, which is thought more 
adapted to the paſtors of the Apoſtate Church, 
than to the temporal potentate, by whoſe power 
the Apoſtacy was to be eſtabliſned. And, even 
in this ſenſe, your Lordſhip well knows the 


pro phecy will apply as ſtrongly to the eccleſiaſ- # 


tics of the fourth century, as to thoſe of the 


Church of Rome. The pretended miracles of 
that period are very numerous, though there 


cannot be a more evident truth, than that the 
140 i 4 2 <a mira- 


C 3 © 


miraculous powers conferred upon the firſt 


diſciples, muſt neceſſarily have ceaſed in the 


Chriſtian Church at the extinction of that gene- 
ration, which had received them by the impoſi- 
tion of the Apoſtle's hands; becauſe none but 
the Apoſtles ever poſſeſſed the extraordinary 
privilege of communicating ſupernatural gifts 


to others. Yet when Dr. Middleton ventured 


to expoſe the pious frauds, or (to uſe the lan- 
guage of St. Paul) the hing wonders and un- 
righteous deceits of thoſe early times, your Lord- 
ſhip muſt remember, what great offence his 
publication gave, not to Papiſts only, but to 
Proteſtant divines. And no wonder, for fince 


the monkiſh ſyſtem of religious belief, 'and the 


mode of worſhipping the eternal Deity as in- 
carnate in the body of one of his own creatures, 
which was eſtabliſhed at that time, by the in- 


terpoſition of the Imperial Power, is the very 


ſame which is profeſſed and practiſed at this day 
by Proteſtants as well as Papiſts, ſhould it be 
proved, that the religious eſtabliſhment of the 


fourth century ſtands clearly branded with the 


moſt conſpicuous and unqueſtionable marks of 
the predicted Apoſtacy, a conſequence would 
inevitably follow, too obvious for thoſe Divines 


not to ſee, or for your Lordſhip to miſappre- 
hend. It might then indeed, with no ſmall 
8 | reaſon 
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reaſon be ſuſpected, that the fatal tree of Anti» 
chriſtian ſuperſtition was really planted in the 
beginning of that century by the hand of the 
civil power, and hath, ever ſince, been cheriſhed 
and cultivated by the fame ; that, at length it 
ſhot forth with ſuch an exceſſive, wild luxuri- 
ancy, as often to impede and ſtop the courſe of 
the very power that planted-it ; that, in itheſe 
circumſtances, the reforming princes diligently 
lopped off thoſe boughs which moſt incommod- 
ed them, thoſe eſpecially. which hung more im- 
mediately in the way of wiſe or expedient po- 
licy, but the root, the trunk, and main branches 
they left fair and flouriſhing, and even engaged 
themſelves ſtil to protect the ſame baneful tree in 
that ſtate to which they had contracted it; that 
the fruit therefore which it yields in Proteſtant, 
may perhaps be leſs in quantity than what it 
produces in Roman Catholic countries; but its 
quality muſt be the ſame in both; and in both, 
totally unlike the fruits of that evangelical tree 
which Paul planted, the fruits of moral _— 
ouſneſs and mutual love, 

There are two other circumſtances in this 
prophecy well deſerving our particular notice, 


viz, the unrighteouſvels which would prevail 


under the influence of this Apaſtacy ; and the 
anaging infatuation of the people, which would 
ſuffer 
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ſuffer them to hulieve a hye: but cheſe being the 

ſpecial ſubjects of two other ꝑredictions of the 

ſame Apoſtle, I only . here in N 

ſing. 

= in the fourth * of his firſt Epiſtle 6 
to Timothy, St. Paul very briefly, but with” | 
the moſt poſitive aſſurance, that his pro- 

phecy was the dictates of divine inſpiration, 

again foretells the Apoſtacy from the Chriſtian 

faith, and clearly deſcribes the eccleſiaftical au- 

= hors of it, as men * who fhould give heed to 

“ doctrines of demons or the ghoſts of deceaſed 

* men and women, and who, for the ſake of 

„e propagating their Antichriſtian ſuperſtition, 

would hy pocritically affirm direct falſchoods, 

without any compunction of conſcienoe, for- 

e wpidding to marry, and enjoining faſting and 

* abſtinence from meats, which is not com- 

55 * manded in the Goſpel;” Theſe characters 

3 of the corrupt teachers of Religion are ſo plain 

and r that W cannot be miſtaken, and 

'1 are equally liable to AE predidted guilt. of apoſ- 

= catizing from the Chriſtian faith, it does not 

= ſeem in any degree candid; to .endeavour-to 

throw the whole odium of Antichriftianiſm upon 

dhe Church of Rome. It is true, indeed, the 
1 miniſters of that Ohurch do teach doctrines of 


* 4+ 4 


an intermediate tate of puniſhment of the ſouls 
of the wicked, previous to the final judgment: 


NY, 30 ) 


and allot a ſtate of heavenly felicity to thoſe of 
Saints and Martyrs, whom, as being the pecu- 
liar favourites of the Deity, they regard as pow- 
erful interceſſors in their behalf. It is certain 
alſo, that they have on many occaſions, with 
equal confidence and hypocriſy, impoſed upon 


the credulity of the people, by fictitious prodi- 


gies and lying wonders. They likewiſe forbid 


marriage to many members of their communi- 


on, and ſtrictly enjoin the keeping of Lent and 


other ſeaſons of faſting and extraordinary abſti- 


nence. But then the Greek Church does the 
ſame, and therefore is as certainly guilty of 
Apoſtacy as the Church of Rome. Nay, it is 
notorious, that all the Churches both of the 
Eaſtern and Weſtern Empires, for more than 
four hundred years before the Popes acquired 
their plenitude of power, taught and practiſed 
exactly the ſame things. And therefore, if this 
prophetic deſcription merits any regard, they 
had alh apoſtatized from the original and true 
faith of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. , 
In the third chapter of his ſecond epiſtle to 
the ſame Timothy, the Apoſtle hath given us 
another prophetic note of that aſtoniſhing Apoſ- 
uey. which is the dubject \ of his two former 
. pre- 


( 6D | | 
predictions; from whence we learn, that the 
Diſciples of the corrupt and falſe religion 
would aſſume an external form and profeſſion 
of godlineſs, but be ſo far from admitting the 
power and influence of it into their hearts, that 
they would commit ſins moſt expreſsly prohi- 
bited in the Goſpel, and be guilty of every vice 
of which human nature is capableGee. 
This general immorality of the Apoſtate 
Chriſtians, was plainly intimated alſo to the 
Theſſalonians, in the prophecy conſidered above. 
And the whole world is witneſs, how truly this 
predicted circumſtance hath been fulfilled in 
the lives of nominal Chriſtians of every country 
in Chriſtendom, from the beginning of the 
fourth century to the preſent hour. From this 
mark and character of Antichriſt, at leaſt, 
(though it be, without doubt, the worſt and 
moſt deplorable of all) even Proteſtant Churches 
'* cannot plead exemption. This fad truth your 
Lordſhip ingenuouſly acknowledges * and con- 
= feſles, that o thinking and inguiſitive men, it af- 
fords an almoſt inſuperable objection to the di- 
vine authority of the Goſpel. But then, the 
prophecies, -your. Lordſhip tells us, are able to 
remove all our ſcruples on this account; for 
when we learn from them, that © the worſt 
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ce that has happened was foreſeen, and the beſt 
that we can conceive will hereafter come to 
<< paſs; the reafonable expectations of men are 
<«< anſwered, and the honour of God's govern- 
* ment is abundantly vindicated.” For my 
own part, my Lord, I freely own, that had it 
not been for the very convincing, ſupernatural 
teſtimony which theſe predictions bear to the 
truth and heavenly origin of «the Gofpel of 
Chriſt, the avowed deſign of its publication, 
compared with that depraved ſtate of morality 
which hath prevailed for more than fourteen 
hundred years, and ſtill continues to prevail 


Chriſtian revelation, as fabulous and falſe. For 
it is evidently. impoffible, in the very nature of 
things, that an all- wiſe and all- powerful Being 
ſhould ordain means for the profeſſed purpoſe 
of effecting a particular end, which neverthe- 
leſs, upon experience, ſhould be found incapa- 
ble of accompliſhing: that end. But whilft a 


ſtudious attention to the prophecies entirely re- 
moved my ſcruples, and confirmed my faith in 


the revelation by - Jefus Chriſt, it at the ſame 
time led me to a' conviction of another kind, 


which ſeems to me ſo obvious, and even to fol- 


low ſo directly by neceſſary eonſequence, that I 


wonder 


throughout all Chriſtendom, would have in- 
duced me abſolutely to reject the whole of the 


: 0 13 

i Vonder Ln it FOR Lol 4 your 1510 
| thi p's notice. I mean, that whereſoever the ex- 
| profe Hon of Religion 1 rs, by the g renerality of 
; ; the people, made conſiſtent with the vices and im- 
# 1 rality deſcribed in this prophecy, the Religion 
profaſſed, is not the pure and, genuine religion of 
1 45 e Chr iſt, but the profane Superſtition of the 
| Intichriſtian Aodſtacy. For the ſole obſtacle to 
6 . the moral influence of the Goſpel, and the only 
3 cauſe of y vicious and i iniquitous Practices amongſt | 


'P # profeſſed Chriſtians, alledged in theſe prophe- 
1 cies is, that Apoſtacy. If therefore we ſhould 
A ſuppoſe any one of thoſe Churches, which have 
$ renounced the uſurped ſupremacy of the biſhop 
3% . Ronie, to have thoroughly reformed the 
1 rinciples and doctrines of its religion, . and re- 
io the pure ſimplicity c of the Chriſtian faith; 
nnd that, notwithſtanding this reformation,” the 
deore, of its members {till continues, and 
deſcends, through ſeveral generations, without 
5 he leaſt grounds to hope for any amelidtmelit 
y n the public exarple from the influence of the 
Fg eceived Religion; in this caſe, my Lord, 
1 liace the declared intent of the Chriſtian faith 
is to teach men to live ſoberly, righteouſly and 
1 Kod + , and to make them happy by turning them 
rom their iniquities Þ the difficulty, would re- 
Titus i it; 12. + Acts m, 26. age 
F | turn 
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turn upon us with all its force; and we muſt I 
be obliged either to reject t the divine authority M 
of the Goſpel, or to admit that infinitely wiſe 
Omnipotence makes uſe of means inadequate 
to the ends it propoſes. Or elſe, we muſt give A 
up our ſuppoſition, in favour of the reformed 1 
Church, and conclude, that whatever alteration . 
me may have made in her diſcipline, or in re- A 
ſpect of ſome particular tenets, the {till adheres 'Þ 
to the fundamental articles, and retains the moſt 1 
pernicious doctries of Antichriſtianiſm, Upon 1 
this concluſion indeed, it were eaſy to, account F 
for the depraved morals of the people in ſuch 
a Church; and yet to vindicate the wiſdom and 1 
goodneſs of Divine Providence in the promul- 1 | 
gation of the Goſpel to the world, almighty bk | 
God hath amply fu pplied mankind with ſpiri. 
tual, as well as corporeal food, both ſalutar ß, 
and agrecable; ; but he hath left them alſo free- . 'F 
dom, of will and choice : and if in either caſe, 26 
they perverſely reſolve to reject the wholeſome © 
and grateful viands his bounty hath. ſet before = 
them, and feed on poiſon, what wonder | is it, Hy 
or who but themſelves can be blamed, if the 1 
conſtitution, either of their minds or bodies be- ; 


come diſeaſed. and vitiated ? Were the fatal de- b 
luſion that now upholds this Apoſtacy, for erer 
to prevent thoſe ſalutary effects which the Goſ- 


a f - 


© 34) 


| el! is llelaicd to produce, the ways of God 
; in the Chriſtian diſpenſation, could not be vin- 
dicated to men. But it becomes every day 
more manifeſt, that agreeably to St. Paul's pre- 


; Me diction that deluſion already wears away apace 
l in our own, and I hope, in other countries too: 
9 and from theſe prophecies we learn it to be the 


divine will, that at length, the impious follies 


of Antichriſtianiſm ſhall be every where abo- 
liſhed, and the pure and fimple, and uncon- 


; trained principles of true Religion, as taught 
"1 by Jeſus Chriſt, be univerſally adopted in their 
9 ſtead, We learn this, I fay, to be the will of 
God, and we know, that his will muſt, i in due 
time, be perfectly accompliſhed, whether \ we are 
ſolicitous to promote it or not. But yet, as it 
9 is the ſubject of our daily prayers, ſo doubtleſs, 
it ought to be of our daily endeavours, that 
| God's will be done. 
As, in his firſt prophecy concerning this 
| Apoſtacy, St. Paul affures us, that under it the 
A people would believe à lie, ſo in this he informs 
# us, that the teachers of the Antichriſtian reli- 
gion would refit the truth. And, reſuming the 
ſubject i in the following chapter, he acquaints 
Timothy, that the fatal time would come, when 
profeſſed Chriſtians would not endure ſound" doc- 
trine, but would turn away their ears from the 
EY truth, 


( 36 ) 
truth, and be turned unto fables. Now, my Lord, 
theſe particular | ſtrokes of the prophetic pencil, 
appear to me to merit a much more attentive ' 
conſideration than Proteſtants i in general ſeem i 
inclined to give them. For let them fix the 
charge of the Antichriſtian Apoſtacy whereſo- 
ever they pleaſe, fince, according to theſe pro- * 
phecies, the Apoſtate Church muſt both have 
adopted articles of belief, which are fabulous 
and falſe, and alſo have abſolutely rejected the 
truth and all ſound doctrine, ſhould they them- 
ſelves profeſs any, eſpecially any fundamental ar- 
ticles of the religious belief and doctrine of the 
accuſed Church, their own accuſation will i ine- 
| vitably recoil upon themſelves. For inſtance, 
let us once more take it for granted, that your 
Lordfhip's charge againſt the Church of Rome 
is juſtly founded, and that the Religion of that 
Church is the Antichriſtianiſm of the evangeli- 
cal prophecies. It muſt then inconteſtibly fol- 
low, that her Creed is entirely compoſed of 
fables and falſehood, without ſo much as the in- 
termixture of the truth and found doftrine of the 
Goſpel. Now, the fundamental articles of the 
profeſſed belief of our own Church, are the 
doctrines ſet forth i in the Nicene and Athanaſian 
Creeds: for by them our Divines interpret even 
the Apoſtle's $ Creed ans. upon chem the ſu- 
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perſtructure of our public liturgy is manifeſtly 


: on 


erected, and that they are the true and ſound 
dodctrines of the religion of Jeſus Chriſt, the or- 


thodox members of our Church undertake to 
demonſtrate by ſcholaſtic ſyllogiſms, and our 


legiſlature by the ratio ultima regum. Does then 


the Church of Rome, my Lord, really reject 
the Nicene and Athanaſian Creeds, deny the 
truth of them, and refuſe to endure the dorines 
they contain ? So far from it, that ſhe alſo pro- 
feſſes and ſtedfaſtly adheres to them both. Nay 
it is notorious, that one of them 1s her own pe- 
culiar fabricature and compoſition. Surely, 
therefore, men. of thought and inquiry muſt con- 


clude, either that the fundamental articles. of 


our own Religion are not the truth and ſound 
Adaodtrine, according to the Goſpel of Chriſt, or 
+ elſe, that the Church of Rome is not an Apoſ- 


tate, Antichriſtian Church. And, fince no other 
Church can be found, in whom theſe predicti- 
ons are in any degree better fulfilled, St. Paul, 
upon the latter ſuppoſition, will be found a falſe 
prophet, and a very material part of the 09> 
mony of Feſus will prove deficient. | 
. Theſe arguments , my Lord, which have fored 
themſelves upon my mind, in conſequence of 
an attentive, but I truſt, a candid peruſal of 
the learned * 8 prophetic warnings and 
admo- 


—— 


„ 
amonitions, I have myfelf weighed wirh the moſt 


Fetupulons exactneſs; and the confiderition of 
every intereſt 1 have in the preſent world made 
me wiſh to find ſotne etror, either in the pre- 
thifes or concluſion ; but it is not in my power 
to diſcern any. At the fame time, I confeſs 
myſelf not a little puzzled, to conceive how it 
happens, if I really am not miſtaken, that men 
ke your Lordfhip, who, with ſuch pre-emi- 
nent talents, read and think and write about 
the very fame prophecies, either can avoid meet- 
ing with any of theſe perplexing difficulties; or 
elſe, are able to ſurmount them all, with ſuch 
perfect ſatisfaction and tranquillity of mind 

But it is from the prophetic viſion, ebrded 
by St. John in the thirteenth chapter of the 
Apocalypſe, and the interpretation given of it 
in the ſeventeenth, that the Proteſtant Com men- 
tators, with great reaſon, endeavour chiefly to 


deduce the notes and cliaracters of the predicted 


IS 


Apoſtacy, We will next therefore, with your 
Lordſhip's leave, take a view of the viſionary 


ſcene there deſcribed, and examine candidly, 
whether it, in any degree, favours the exthifiue 


charge of Antichriſtianiſm, which your Lord- 
417 and many others, think pro pre oo. 0 fix | upon 
the Church of Rome,” EFT WINE 

: Ws * IF The 


4 EY ) 
The Apoſtle tells us“, that he ſaw a beaft riſe 
up out of the ſea, that i is, out of Europe (which, 


un the language of the Jewiſh Scriptures, is, for 


a yery obvious reaſon, denominated the iſles of 
the ſea). having ſeven heads * ten horns.. From 


„ 


. beat, here deſcribed, is s the very oe which is 


the chief ſubject of Daniel's viſion above cited. 
And if we compare the interpretation given to 
the Jewiſh Prophet, of the meaning of the ten 
horns, with, that given to the Apoſtle, in the ſe- 
venteenth chapter of, this Revelation, there can- 
not remain a doubt but that 1 in both the viſions, 
this beaft, i is a.prophetic type of the civil power of 
the Roman em ire, C conſidered, in, this prophecy 
of the. New. Teſtament, firſt, as ; ſubfiſting. under 
its ſixth or imperial form of Government; th 
as being for a, ſhort ſpace of time only ſemi- 
imperial; and laſtly, as conſiſting of that pot. 
larchy, into Which the ſemi· empire Was broken. 
the next verſe, the Proph het tells us, not only, 
that the beaſt he ſaw derived its. Power and pre- 
eminence from the Pagan Roman empire, which, 
he had typically repreſented in the preceding, 
chapter, by. a ſeyen-headed dragon, but alſo, 
IE, it was in form tile a egen, with the My. of 
| p Re xi, Shs L=Zs, 
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a bear, and the mouth of a lion. Now althouphz 
from the crowns it wore upon the ten horns, as 
well as from ſome other circumſtances of the 
viſion, we may reaſonably conclude, that the 
prophetic ſcene chiefly repreſents the ſtate of 
things within the bounds' of the Weſtern ſemi- 
empire only, yet, ſince a' lion, 4 bear, and 

leopard, are the very emblems uſed, in the viſiop 


of Daniel, to repreſent the three ſucceſfive. em- 


pires of Babylon, Perſia, and Greece, the com- 


pound emblem of the empire, here deſcribed by 
St. John, muſt, at leaſt, fignify, that at the 
commencement of this prophetic * period, the 
civil power of Rome was not confined to Eu- 
rope : but, that its dominion was ſtill undivided ; 
and, if not of the ſame extent, to which it was 


carried in the reign of the Pagan emperor Tra- 


jan, yet that it included many of the countries 
heretofore ſubject to thoſe three preceding em- 
pires. And, if we conſider well the time when 
the ſeat of Government was transferred from 
Rome to Conſtantinople, we ſhall, perhaps, 
diſcern the reaſon why the Roman power is 
here repreſented as more particularly reſembling 
the Grecian, than any other, and ſhall be able, 
with no ſmall degree of probability, to aſcertain 


the true date of that revolution in the affairs of 


the Roman empire, at which the epocha of this 
EY pro- 


4 


(a) 


"M prophecy commences, and which is here typi- 
Fed by the dethroning of the ſeven-headed dragon, 
nd the exaltation of the ſeven- headed beaſt. In 
he hoſtile invaſions of the barbarous nations, 
he ſeventh, or ſemi- imperial head of this em- 
blematic beaſt was, indeed, wounded to death ; 
ut by the aſtoniſhing unanimity, wherewith the 
Wn ſovereignties, that aroſe in its ſtead 
(which are here repreſented by the teri crowned 
horns), combined to ſupport the very ſame mode 
of religion, that had been eſtabliſhed by the 
© Emperors, the deadly wound, ſo far as the grand 
object of this prophecy is concerned, was effec- 
tually healed, and therefore the civil power of 
/ i urope is, all along, conſidered by the Pro- 
phet as conſtituting but one political body, 
though appearing, at different periods, under 
thoſe various forms of government, that are 

prefigured, in this viſion, by the heads and horns 

of the beaſt. In the fourth verſe, the Prophet 

| tells us, that, as divine honouts were paid to 
be Pagan emperors of Rome, ſo the homage 
5 F 5 ue to God alone ſhould be rendered to the poſ- 

"{eflors of the ſupreme civil power deſcribed in 

this prophecy. The deification of the Pagan 
emperors is univerſally known: and if it ſhall 
ak that ever ſince the empire became 
Chriſtian, all its ſovereigns, whether in its im- 
f G perial, 
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perial, ſemi- imperial. or pollarchical ſtate, have "2 


invaded the peculiar province of the Almighty, 
and, in the affairs of religion, arrogated and 
exerciſed over their ſubjects ſuch a ſpiritual 


power and authority as belongs to God alone, PF: 


we ſhall ſurely be ſtruck with ſuch an aſtoniſh- 5 
ing correſpondence between the antitype and the 
type, and be convinced, that the dictates of this 


prophecy proceeded, indeed, from that intel- 
ligence, which alone is able to diſcern future 
events as certainly and clearly as things already 
paſt. This ſpiritual tyranny, aſſumed and exer- 
ciſed with blaſphemous arrogance, St. John 


goes on to inform us, would proſper, or conti- 
nue without check or reſtraint for one thouſand 


two hundred and fixty years : a circumſtance 


which (as I have before ſuggeſted) is, of itſelf, 


ſufficient to ſatisfy us, that it cannot be the ec- a 


cleſiaſtical ſupremacy of the biſhops of Rome, 
which is here ſpoken of: for, beſides that the 
Greek Church never acknowledged that ſupre- 


macy, the utmoſt duration of the Papal tyranny : 
over many of thoſe Churches where the Pope's 
pre-eminence was allowed, falls far ſnort of the 
period here expreſsly predicted. But indeed 
it is, on many accounts, impoſſible to interpret 3 
this part of the prophetic viſion, as typifying 4 
any thing beſides the civil power of the Roman 

empire 
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( 43 1 
ve M Empire in all its different forms. Of this ſame 
b- power, it is here likewiſe foretold, that it 


Y. 
d ould utter blaſphemy againſt God, blaſpheme his 
al game and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in 


eaven. 
it is, ſurely, very remarkable, that this 
he r of blaſphemy is urged no leſs than four 
is times in this chapter, and repeated again in the 
1. 3 ſeventeenth, againſt the power repreſented by 
re the ſeven- headed beaft. Let your Lordſhip, in 
dy the application of this prophecy to Papal Rome, 
"I 5 pleaſed to take ſcarce any notice of it at all. 
n one place, & indeed, as if the word blaſphemy 
did not refer to God, but to the Church itſelf, 
1d your Lordſhip interprets the names of blaſphemy, 
with which the beaft is ſaid to have been branded, 
If, to ſignify that the Roman hierarchy is ffigma- 
| ined with thoſe crimes, which Chriſtianity, as 
ſuch, holds moſt opprobrious : thereby commuting 
be the moſt explicit charge of blaſphemy againſt 
Sod, for the mere opprobrium, which muſt 
| fall upon a corrupt Church, when judged by 
„ the principles of pure Chriſtianity. And in 
ne another +, enumerating the characteriſtic marks 
24 of Antichriſtianiſm given us by the Apoſtle, in 
| 4 order to ſhew us how well they are adapted to the 


et 
18 religion of the Church of Rome, inſtead of ſtat- 
an I * Serm, 11, p. 401. + Serm. 11, p. 379. 


F 
* 
„ . 
15 G 2 ing 
e * * 
' * 0 


TI 


. 
5 
[ 
: 
, 


(45 


rately and diſtinctly, as they are really urged in 
the prophecy, your Lordſhip makes no other 
uſe of the former, than barely to derive from it 


an epithet for thę latter, and only informs us, 
that one of the characters of Antichriſt is e 
moſt blaſphemous idolatry. Nay, When your 
Lordſhip proceeds to fix even this charge upon 


the Roman Church, as if prophetic indictments, 
like thoſe in uſe in our own courts of judicature, 
admitted of expreſſions merely technical, the 
juſtice or propriety of which is not expected to 
be proved, we find the word blaſphemous, at laſt, 
entirely ſunk, and the accuſation dwindles to 
ſimple idolatry to idolatry too, not of that 


ſpecies, which by fair and obvious implication . 


may be juſtly deemed, and in the ſacred Scrip- 
tures, is repeatedly faid to be blaſpheming the 
inviſible Deity, but a newly invented, modern 
ſpecies of analogous idolatry, unheard-of under 


the Moſaic covenant, and utterly unknown at 


the time when this prophecy was given. But 
I muſt beg leave to remark to your Lordſhip, 
that the 1 impiety alledged by the Prophet in this 

chapter, is not that of acting, but of ſpeating 


blaſphemy againſt God ; and muſt repeat, that the 


power, againſt which this allegation is brought, 


is evidently not the ecclefaftical, but the civil 


* power 
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of the Roman empire. To form a juſt 


7 judgment, therefore, of this part of the prophe · 


tic viſion, it is neceſſary to confider impartially, 
wherein the crime of blaſphemy confiſts ; and to 


examine whether the civil governors of Europe, 
both before and fince the divifion of the imperial 
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18 power, have propagated and eſtabliſhed doctrines 


fairly liable to ſuch a charge. 
| To ſpeak blaſphemouſſy, as far as I am able tq 


>” underſtand that expreſſion, can only fignify, to 


ſpeak diſhonourably of God: to ſpeak in dero- 
tion of his Divine nature and attributes, 
Now, fince both reaſon and revelation teach us, 
that the only true God is immutable, incorpo- 
real, and omnipreſent, ſhould any doctrine, on 
the contrary, aſſert, that the Divine nature hath 
undergone a change, and aſſumed a corporeal 
form, which muſt needs be local, I think there 
can be no doubt, but ſuch a doctrine would be 
highly injurious to the Deity, and derogatory 
from his moſt eſſential attributes, as well as moſt 
pernicious, in its conſequences, to the ſalutary 
purpoſes of true religion. For this reafon, 
when the Iſraelites, at Mount Horeb, meaning 
to worſhip the true God, erected the Golden 
Calf, as 2 fit emblem of the obje& of their re- 
ligious adoration, it will not, I preſume, be 
denied, that they were guilty of the moſt blaſ- 
Pbemous 
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phemans idolatry. And, when exulting in the 
reſtoration of that made of religious, worſhip, in 
behalf of which they had acquired an habitual 
prejudice, in the land of Egypt, they loudly pro- 
claimed that four-fogted image to be a juſt re- 
preſentation of the Almighty Being, whoſe mi, 
raculous interpoſition had ſo. lately celiyered 
them from their Egyptian bondage; whether 
we judge their conduct by the dictates of rea- 
ſan, or af the law of. Moſes, they, were, moſt 
certainly, guilty of ſpeaking blaſphemy; againſt 
Cad. Let us ſuppoſe, then, far a moment, 
that che means of forming the molten image had 
failed them, but that they had aflerted, that the 
God, who brought them up out of the land of 
Egypt, had theretofore taken the bovine nature 
upon him in the belly of a cow, been made an 
ox, and bad appeared in Egypt,” and, though 
then in Heaven, ſtill continued incarnate in the 


body of that animal; and that, even without 


the ule of any viſible ſymbol, they had inſti- 
tured,a form of divine worſhip, adapted. to the 
name and properties of the fabulous god Apis. 
Surely, my Lord, in this caſe, both the wor- 
ſhip and language of the Iſraelities would have 
been, at leaſt, e ee as, in | the 
other. . et 

4 8 There 


t i 


WT Thee thay be fone perhaps, who will readily 


allow the charge of blaſphemy in ſo monſtrous 
and' diſguſting an inſtance, as is here ſuppoſed, 
but who do not think it equally, nor even in 


any degree, blaſphemous againſt Almighty God, 
do teach, that, in another place and period, he 
became incarnate in the body of an animal of 


a more excellent nature and ſuperior rank. But 


certainly, whatſoever difference there may be in 


the natures of finite Beings, when compared 


With each other, there is abſolutely none at all, 
when we conſider them with reſpect to the infi- 


nite and eternal Creator of the univerſe. And 
conſequently, both the 3laſphemy of the expreſ- 
ſion, and the impoſſibility of the fact, muſt be 
exactly the ſame, whether we affirm the Al- 
mighty to be incarnate, by having been made 
one of the loweſt, or _one of the higheſt order 


of thoſe creatures, which his own power and 


goodneſs hath called into exiſtence. | 
If then it ſhall be found that the emperor 
Conftantine, and almoſt all thoſe who have ſuc- 
ceeded him in the poſſeſſion of either the whole 
or any part of the civil power of Europe, have 
abuſed their temporal authority to the purpoſe 


of propagating, and enforcing upon their ſub- 
jects, the doctrine of the Incarnation of the in- 


finite unchangeable Deity, with all the groſs 
abſur- 


( 48 ) 
abſurdities and impieties that neceffarily flow 
from ſuch a ſource, . ſhall we not be forced to 
acknowledge, that they have indeed, opened their 
mouths in blaſphemy againſt God, to blaſpheme his 
name and his tabernacle ? Shall we not alſo both 
ſee and admire the ſingular propriety of the 
prophetic language, in, fixing this charge of 
blaſphemy upon the temporal rulers and not 
upon the eccleſiaſtics, when we conſider, that 
theſe are of neceſſity under the dominion of the 
former; that the impiety or innocence of ſuch 
a doctrine is a queſtion of common ſenſe, not 
of theological ſcience ; that even if any Scrip- 
ture could be produced wherein it was expreſs- 
ly warranted, the doctrine itſelf would afford 
much ſtronger reaſons for rejecting ſuch a Scrip- 
ture, than the beſt authenticated Scripture could 
do for admitting ſo blaſphemous a doctrine, 
and that nothing leſs than that powerful influ- 
ence upon the ſtrongeſt paſſions of the human 
mind, which muſt needs be the effect of the 
rigid pains and penalties on one hand, and the 
alluring rewards and emoluments on the other, 
annexed by the laws of the ſtate to the rejec- 
tion and admiſſion of this particular tenet, could 
have induced mankind fo far to abandon their 
own ſenſe of right and wrong, to give up every 


rational and becoming idea of the eternal Deity, 
and 
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WW Wo to ſubmit patiently, x nay to adhere with ob- 
ainacy to ſo groſs and impious 4 deluſion. , But 
Fas chings were long circumſtanced in every Hate 
of Chriſtendom; it was, in a very high degree, 
13 dangerous for any man to venture to ſee. with - 
his own eyes, and avow. the. moſt obvious dic- 
tates of his underſtanding reſpecting this firſt 
and moſt important article of theology. For 


7 the legiſlative: power having, in conſequence of 
FT this is boldeſt and moſt unreaſonable. Fetitio prin- 
8: cipii „chat ever was heard of, P roceeded e 


* that a particular created Being, an earthly ani- | 


mal was the one true God, and the proper ob- 
ject of divine worſhip; if any reflecting, con- 
ſcientious Chriſtian was led to queſtion the truth 
and piety of that orthodox perſuaſion, he Was 
immediately, with the moſt uncharitable and 
2* opprobrious language, accuſed of denying the © 
©» Faivinity of the legal and only God; and the bi- 
gotted zeal of ſome, and the maliciqus.rancovr 
4 of others, recurred eagerly | to the inhuman: edigts 
and avenging arm of the civil magiſtrate. o 
condemn and puniſi, as 2 blaſphemer,. the man 
who ouly meant to avoid the guilt of ſo heinous 
42 ſin, and no longer dared to join his voice in 
urttering blaſpbemy againſt the infinite majeſty 
and inen, tributes OF: awful - 
42 Weng, 
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Bains: whom an inſpired teacher of Chriſtiarity 
affures us, No man ever hath ſeen nor can ſee *. 
Having mentioned the impoſſibility of the 
Incarnation of God, as well as the blaſphemy of 
ſuch a doctrine, leſt I ſhould appear to ſpeak 
raſhly, and to revile long-eſtabliſhed opinions 
without ſufficient grounds; I beg your Lord- 
ſhip to conſider, that the Deity is, in his very 
nature, omnipreſent ; that his becoming incar- 
nate, in a particular body, evidently implies his 
being more immediately preſent- with that body, 
than with any other; whereas the very meaning 
of omnipreſence is, that he is equally preſent, 
_ equally cloſely connected, as far as ſuch a Being | 
can properly be ſaid to be connected, with all 
the bodies of the univerſe. Your Lordſhip will 
be pleaſed likewiſe to recollect, that God is 
immutable, another attribute abſolutely incon- 
ſiſtent with his Incarnation. To evince this, let 
us only attend to the commonly- received opini- 
on of man, as a Being compounded of two 
natures, the one ſpiritual, the other carnal. 
Allowing this idea to be juſt, and that; at the 
diſſolution of this compofition by death, man 
exiſts fimply in a ſpiritual ſtate, it is certain, 
that the alteration made by death in the mode 
of his exiſtence, is the greateſt change 1 4 
* & Tim. vi, 16, 
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7 7 beugen Being can undergo. It is evident, 
therefore, that were a purely ſpiritual Being, 
1 WT ſuch as the ſoul of man is uſually preſumed to 
ve, when ſepatated from the body, to become 
7 compounded with a carnal nature like our own, 
hae would ſuffer a. change exactly equivalent to 
chat, which man is ſaid. to ſuffer at his death. 
And, ſince the difference between the nature of 
God and that of the moſt perfect created Being 
s infinitely great, to aflert, that he, who hath 
exiſted from all eternity in a ſpiritual, incorpo- 


1 + poreal, uncompounded, ſtate, hath at length 
S adopted another mode of exiſtence, and is be- 
7 come compounded with a material, animal bo- 
1 dy, is to aſſert, that the only unchangeable Be · 
] ing in the univerſe hath undergone a change 
. # infinitely greater than any of has own mutable 


creatures can undergo. - 

+ Having, in the next place, predicted the 
7 eruel oppreſſion of conſcientious Chriſtians, in 
conſequenee of this impious, ſpiritual tyranny, 
uſurped. by the civil magiſtrate, which would 
prevail irreſiſtibly and univerſally, the prophet, 
at thgleventh verſe, proceeds to give us a ty- 
pical deſcription of another very important per- 
ſonage in the drama of Antichriſtianiſm, Per- 
fectly diſtinct from the foregoing, though, in 
the application of this prophecy to the epiſco- 
H 2. pal 
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a Teacher of a falſe Religion ; it plainly denotes 


(32) 


pal See of Rome, your Lordſhip is pleaſed to 
confound them both together, as if _ were 
put one and the ſame. ' 

Of ehe viſſonary emblem of the” civil power 
of che Roman empire, St. John, with ſtrict 
propriety, informs us, it aroſe out of the ſea, 
that is, out of Europe. But, of the ſecond 
odject of the prophetic viſion, he ſays, I beheld 
another beaft coming up out of the earth, that is, 


out of the great Continent of Aſia and Africa, 


and be had two horns like a lamb, and he fpake as 
a dragon. This ſame perſonage (as is evident, 
from the characters given of it in both places) 
is aſterwards called be falſe Prophet *, that is, 


therefore; the ecclefiaſtical miniſtry of the An- 
tichriſtian ſuperſtition, a ſucceſſive prieſthood, 
having, indeed, the ſemblance of a- Chriftian 
miniſtry, but, really, propagating idolatry and 


. diſplaying the haughty arrogance and ambition 


of Pagan pontiffs and princes; by intrigue and 
artifice, influencing and directing the authority, 
and acquiring to itſelf the exerciſe of the tem- 


poral power of the civil government, „ding 


the people into error, and impoſing upon their 
e and credulity by Oy Gee 
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. as St. Paul — by ks wer 4. 
1 and Hing Wonders. 

Your' Lordſhip ſees, — underſtand the 
ontraſted terms, a and earth) made uſe of in 
eſcribing the local origin of the two viſionary 
b-a/s, in the ſame "ſenſe with Sir Iſaae Newton. 
And notwithſtanding the different interpretation 
L of ſucceeding commentators (the cauſe of which 

# were not difficult to aMign), I am perſuaded, 
t is the only preciſe, conſiſtent meaning of which 
"ZHhoſe words, ſo oppoſed to each other, are ca- 
Hable, or that is warrantell by the uſe of ſach 
7 brt of chene in other parts of the Holy 
* ligible, mut eve Hiiide die Ered and ecriain 
ignification. And it were to be wiſhed, that 
„ n interpreters of the Prophecies would con- 
aer well, that in proportion as the prophetic 
| 3 | Aarguage is repreſented vague and undetermi- 
2 

1 


pate, the prediction itſelf muſt appear unſatiſ- 
Factory and inſufficient for the purpoſe of bear- 
ng teſtimony to Jeſus, for which it is intended. 

d this truth been always duly attended to, I 
m inclined to think your Lordſhip's ſelf would 
ot have been ſo ſtrenuous an advocate for the ® 
double ſenſe of any prophecy; and that too, 
werel y for the ſake of defending the authenticity 


®* Serm. iii; p. 61, Kc. 
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of a particular Scripture. of the received Canon, 
which, after all your Lordſhip's learned and in- "= 
genious efforts, whenever it comes to be fully, = 

fairly and impartially n. n be found 

to be indefenſibl e: be 
According to this ſenſe of the 8 out * the 

edrth, the firſt corruptors of the Chriſtian, re- 
ligion are ſo far from being juſtly aſeribed to 
Rome, that the propheey itſelf expreſsly teaches 1 

us, they would originate in Aſia and Africa. "i 
And though moſt. Proteſtant commentators, to of" 
ſerye their particular purpoſe againſt the Church 
of Rome, are , pleaſed. to overlook that circum- 

ſtance, it is, beyond all queſtion, notorious, 

that the event, in this inſtance alſo, hath 

ſtrictly correſponded to the terms of the pre- 

diction. Nice, which in the firſt ecumenica! 

council was the. author, in the ſeventh was the 
faniſher of the Antichriſtian ſuperſtition, And, 
fince your Lordſhip, hath. thought fit to; aſſert, 
: that as Babylon was the firſt of all idolatrous 
þ | cities in the Heathen world, ſo Rome was in 
| the Chriſtian “, I ſhall not, I hope, be thought 
impertinent, if I call, upon your Lordſhip to 
name any one inſtance of idolatry, or Antichriſ- 
tian ſuperſtition of any kind ever practiſed in the 
Church of Rome, which was not introduced by 
Senn. , p. 37 
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% "Ri the eecleſiaſties of Aſia and Africa, even in the 
ourth century, and which Rome herſelf did 
's 1 ot derive from Alexandria, and the Churches 
r the East. Should your Lordſhip anſwer 
1 ranſubſtantiation; I apprehend that inſtance 
| 15 ould be thought no juſtification of the charge 
ge againſt Rome, that ſhe hath been the 
firſt ſource of all Antichriſtian idolatry. And I 
uſt beg leave to remark to your Lordſhip, 
that even the monſtrous doctrine of tranſubſtan- 
50 ation is built upon the orthodox and Proteſtant 
ee of the Athanaſian Creed; and, ſo 
Jong as that remains the ſtandard of the Catholic 
1 Faith cannot be ſatisfactorily confuted. At 
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hate ver period, and in whatever place fo pro- 


— A poſterous an article of belief was firſt ſuppoſed 
al to be taught in the fixth chapter of the Goſpel 
ve | bene to St. John, ſince it hath always been 
„ repreſented as one of the myſteries of religion, it 


is no more an object of the human underſtand- 
ing than the doctrine of the Trinity itſelf : and 
% till Proteſtants will allow the touchſtone of ſenſe 
and reaſon to be applied to all religious myſteries, 
4 they cannot, without the moſt unpardonable in- 
W conſiſtency, apply it to any. Our natural rea- 
ſon, indeed, aſſures us, that what we ſee and 
taſte, to be bread and wine, cannot be fleſn and 
; blood: but fo it does alſo, that the Father and 
| 1 F the 
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our own Church +, reſpecting the neceſſary lo- 2 : 


ſibility that the ſame body of Jeſus Chriſt ſhould 


that the manhood of jeſus Chriſt, and conſe- 


all the attributes of Deity communicated-to it; 


(0 F- 
the Son cannot be one and the; fame being. 
And, therefore, it is with no leſs propriety than 
art, that Father Philips “ accuſes the reformers L 4 
of impiouſly daring to bring the ſacred myſteries of 4 
religion to the teſ of reaſon and their hodily ſenſes. 
The teſtimony of ſenſe then being declared in- 
competent, in the caſe of myſtery, both by Pro- "vc 
teſtants and Papiſts, the only remaining argu- 
ment againſt the doctrine of tranſubſtantiation i 
is that, which hath been ſo often urged by the 
reformed divines,. and is particularly adopted by 


cality of a human body, and the natural impoſ- 


be in Heaven and on earth, and in many dif- 
ferent places of the earth, at the ſame inſtant of 
time. But, if the doctrine of the Proteſtant 
Creed of Athanafius be true, this argument is 
evidently fallacious; for we are there taught, 


quently his fleſhly body, was faſten into Goa, 
that is, was deified. According to this Creed, 
therefore, the human body of Chriſt hath had 


and ſince one of theſe is mme n. Whole 


„Life of C. Pole. 
5 * Adverfoment ar the Communion PAWN 
| / 3 Nel difficulty, 


1 oF - 

4 Iculty, upon which this argument is founded, 
Biſnes at once. | 
But, though it is certain, the idolatrous cor- 
# ptions of our Religion did not originate at 
* „ yet the Roman Church very early caught 
th E ſhameful infection, which ſoon ſpread itſelf 
er all the churches of the Weſtern, as it had 
A 1 fore done over thoſe of the Eaſtern empire, 
4 e general extenſion of this fatal contagion of 
rtichriſtian ſuperſtition, eſpecially in the Weſt, 
s not only much facilitated, but rendered al- 
ct inevitable by a very ſingular circumſtance, 
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- 5 uch is particularly predicted in this prophetic | 
4 Eon. The apoſtate eccleſiaſtics, the Prophet 


q by Ils us, by their intrigues and influence, pro- 
f red an image of the civil power to be ſet up, 
2 d were able to give it ſuch an active energy, 
at it could utter decrees and ordinances, and 
wſc thoſe, who refuſed to worſhip it, that is, 
pay implicit obedience to it in all religious 


1, ycerns, to be put to death; and prohibit from 
1. Ping or ſelling all of every degree, who did not 
d enly profeſs religious ſervitude to the civil 
; giſtrate. Such an image of temporal power, 
le Intrary to every principle, not of Chriſtianity 


Bly, but even of ſound policy, did the Latin g 
Wperors erect, and all the ſucceeding princes 
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of Europe uphold, when they eſtabliſhed th} * 
Hierarchy and its courts of ſpiritual quriſdiction 1 
Ihe authority of eccleſiaſtics, with reſp: 
both to this world and the next, is altogethe 
8 and imaginary, Tet the Fel 3 ; F 


the ſevereſt penalties on thoſe it deemed 45 7 
quents, and even of condemning them to thi i | 
moſt barbarous deaths. If we underſtand thi 
Prophet's buying: and ſelling in the literal ſen 
the excommunication of Heretics, that is, 
thoſe who profeſs not the theological tenets bi 
law eſtabliſhed, affords us the moſt convincing 4 
proof of the full completion of this part of th thi b 
prophetic viſion, But it is to be obſerved, thi A 1 
the language of this prophecy is altnoſt ever F 
where figurative.” And, fince the apoſtaſ 3 * 
Church is called the City Babylon; and, 
the eighteenth chapter is repreſented as carry ini 
on a moſt extenſive and gainful traffick, ail ? 5 | 
her teachers are deſcribed as merchants ; ll © 
cauſing that no man might buy or ſell who wall 
not the badge of ſeryitude to the Religion of ti 
civil magiſtrate, may, with great reaſon, be in f 
terpreted to ſignify the prohibiting all perſoſ 
from giving or receiving any religions inſtru 
tions, but what were conformable to that ſtanlfi 
a 
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1 ot belief, which the ruling powers, for the 
P ne being, decreed to be truly orthodox. A 
ſpes ere of religious tyranny, which we know was 
ethe 1 8 vally exerciſed, through the influence of every 

=tablihed Church, frem the beginning of the 
4 4 Purth century to the latter end of the ſixteenth; 
tint which, agreeably to the term preſcribed for 


0 ts duration in this Prophecy, hath ſince then been 
) 1 a very where gradually and very viſibly declining. 
4 th The period of one thouſand two hundred and 


ſen Ixty years is the common meaſure made uſe of 
35 1 n chis viſion to determine the duration of all 
ts i the great objects of the Prophecy, The ſup- 
1 preſſion of the true Chriſtian Church, or, in the 
ea b gurative language of this book, be treading the 
60 city under foot, or the abode of th? eagle-winged 

w | yoman;in the wilderneſs ; the perſecuted ſtate of 

70 * tuo faithful witneſſes, in other words, of the 
very few gonſcientious Chriſtians, who would 
date to remonſtrate againſt the falſhoods and 

q corruptions of the Catholic Apoſtacy; and, 

W laſtly, the impious tyranny of the civil ma- 
giltrate in the concerns of conſcience and reli- 
gion, are all expreſsly predicted to continue for 


f ti 
e aone thouſand two hundred and ſixty years. 
And no man, who attends to the purport, of the 


Prophecy, and conſiders the nature of thaſe 
ſeveral events, can forbear agreeing with the 
I 2 learned 
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| banned and ſagacious Mr. Mead, that they are 
all ſynchronal. But "theſe parts of the Apoſ- 
tle's viſion are all prophetic” of the groſſeſt 
abuſes in matters of Religion, and of a general 
and total defection from Chriſtianity to Anti- 
chriſtianiſm, accompanied with a ſad depravity 
of morals. And as the maxim, Nemo repente 
uit turpiſſimus, ſo often and ſo juſtly applied to 
Individuals, holds much more ſtrongly of large 
communities, it ſhould be obſerved, that both 
the corruption, and reformation of the Church, 
and the ſubyerſion and reſtoration' of religious 
liberty, in the very nature of things, muſt needs 
be gradually, not inſtantly effected. Conſe- 
quently, it is but reaſonable to expect, that the 
diſtance of time from the firſt invaſion of the 
rights of conſcience, to the firſt interpoſition of 
temporal power in favour of religious freedom, 
ſhould correſpond to the prophetic cycle of one 
thouſand two hundred and ſixty years, as well as 
that, which ſhall hereafter appear to have elapſ- 
ed from the completion of religious ſlavery to 
the perfect reſtitution of liberty of conſcience. 
At what æra then ſhall we date the commence- 
ment of the recovery of religious liberty ? Your 
Lordi; with much claffic elegance, hath told 
us “, that at the Reformation or, (to ſpeak more 
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properly) the ſeparation of ſeveral Churches from 
the Communion - of Rome, which was accom- 
pliſhed in the former part of the ſixteenth cen- 
tury, Liberty came at laſt. Before which great 
event your Lordſhip is pleaſed to obſerve, the 
Chriſtian world had flumbered in its chaitis, for 
full ten ages. Why your Lordſhip ſhould ſay 
ten ages, I am at a loſs to underſtand, + becauſe 
you yourſelf have, in the very ſame ſermon, 
clearly ſhewn, that univerſal ſupremacy was not 
ſo much as claimed by the biſhops of Rome 
before the ſeventh century; and from thence to 
the ſixteenth can be no more than nine centu- 
ries. But allowing the ſpiritual dominion of 
papal Rome over the Chriſtian world to have 
been really exerciſed for ten centuries, it- ſtill 
ſeems unaccountable, that your Lordſhip, in 
that uſurpation of the Roman Pontiffs, ſhould 
find a ſatisfactory completion of the predicted 
Antichriſtian tyranny of the ſeven- headed beaſt 
of St. John's viſion, becauſe, according to the 
expreſs, repeated terms of the prophecy, that 
tyranny was to proſper for one thouſand two 
hundred and fixty years. But, in truth my 
Lord, what liberty did the Chriſtian world gain 
at the ſo much boaſted reformation? The ec- 
cleſiaſtics of particular countries, indeed, eman- 
b cipated 
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cipated themſelves from their ſubordination to 
the See of Rome: but, under the protection, 
and by the ſupport of the civil magiſtrate, they 
all eſtabliſhed Hierarchies of their own, confor- 
mable to their ſeveral ſyſtems ; and as, in theſe 
eſtabliſhments, neither the Lutheran, the Calvi- 
niſt, nor the Engliſh reformers paid any more 
regard to the natural rights of conſcience, and 
the promotion of true religious liberty, than the 
Church of Rome itſelf, the people only changed 
their maſters, and they, who no longer um- 
bered in them, were in every part of Europe, 
moſt ſorely galled by the chains of ſpiritual ſla- 
very. In our own country, my Lord, to talk 
of any degree of religious freedom prior to the 
grand rebellion in the reign of Charles I. were 
jeſting with us. So long as the unhappy fate 
of many heretics, in the reigns of Edward, 
Elizabeth and James; ſo long as the eccleſiaſti- 
cal adminiſtration of Archbiſhop Laud, and the 
cruel barbarities of the courts of Star- chamber 
and High commiſfion; ſo long; as the inhuman 
perſecution of the Quakers ſhall continue to 
diſgrace our annals, ſo long will they afford ir- 
refragable proofs, that religious liberty, however 
late, came not into this kingdom at the refor- 
mation. 
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Ihe firſt civil government in Europe, which 
authoritatively reſtored any confiderable degree 
of ſpiritual freedom to its ſubjects, was the Re- 
public of the Seven United Provinces. The 
union of Utrecht was made in the year 1579, 
and in 1383, by general agreement, the free 


exerciſe of all modes of Religion, without queſ- 


tion or controul, was tolerated throughout the 
Seven Provinces. But, for more than five years 
after the Union, the condition of the embryo 
Republic was ſo wretched and forlorn, that the 
impreſſion of their firſt coin was a ſhip violently 
agitated by the waves, without fails or oars, 


with the motto, Iucertum quo fata ferunt, How 


ever laudable therefore the intentions of the 
States were in this reſpect, being little able to 
vindicate their own civil authority, they were 
neceſſarily incapable of ſecuring to their ſubjects 
the propoſed liberty in religious matters; till the 
Queen of England entered into a treaty of alli- 
ance with' them, and not only acknowledged, 
but alſo effectually enabled them to eftabliſh 
and maintain their independency. Now, my 
Lord, it is well known, that the ſanction given 
by the imperial authority of Conſtantine to the 
decrees and confeſſion of faith of the firſt coun- 
cil of Nice was the firſt inſtance of the abuſe 
of the civil power, in violating liberty of con- 
ſcience in the articles of Religion. And it is 

not 
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not a little remarkable, that the formulary of 
belief then drawn up, and which, with a very few 
additions, hath ever ſince been deemed the true 
ſtandard of the orthodox faith, was branded 
with the moſt indiſputable mark of the uncha- 
ritable intolerant, vindictive ſpirit of Anti- 
chriſtianiſm, in the Anathema originally ſub- 

joined to it, againſt all thoſe who diſſented 
from the doctrine it contained. That celebrated 
council, your Lordſhip knows, was held in 
or about the year 323. And it is highly de- 
ſerving your Lordſhip's attentive conſideration, 
that, if to the year 325, we add the prophetic 
number of one thouſand two hundred and 
fixty years, it brings us to the year 1585, the 
very year when the Engliſh government, being 
induced to ratify the above-mentioned treaty 
with the Dutch, became inſtrumental in reſtor- 
ing to the inhabitants of the Netherlands a 
much greater degree of religious freedom than 
the influence of the | Hierarchy hath. ever yet 
permitted to be legally ſecured to the ſubjects 
of this realm, although the annals of the ſame 
memorable year are fignally diſtinguiſhed in our 
hiſtory, by very ſtrenuous efforts of the Com- 
mons' Houſe of Parliament, for that truly 
Chriſtian purpoſe. But though the States Ge- 
neral have the honour of being the ' firſt Euro- 
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dean potentates, that reſtrained the abuſe of the 
civil power in ſpiritual concerns, and ordained 
a general toleration; yet Holland was not the 
only country in which the cauſe of religious li- 
berty was countenanced, and gained ground at 
the very ſame ra. The year 1585 will be for 
ever famous in the hiſtory. of France, for the 
religious war of the Fronde, begun and carried 
on by the confederates upon the intolerant, in- 
human principles of Antichriſtian ſuperſtition, 
in which Chriſtendom beheld a new and fingu- 
lar phœnomenon, a royal prince, next heir to 
the throne of France, in arms, and at the head 
of a powerful party, contending not to oppreſs 
the Roman Catholics or, any other fect, but 1 
merely to protect the Proteſtants of that king- f 
dom, and procure for them the quiet enjoyment | ; 
of the ſame religious liberty, which the Papiſts | 
themſelves enjoyed: a conduct, both in its. 
principles and in its conſequences, diametrically 
oppoſite to that of the emperor Conſtantine. 

one thouſand two hundred and ſixty years before. 

It is ſurely very remarkable, my Lord, that 
the date of theſe great events, evidently condu- 
cing to the ſubverſion of that ſpiritual thral- 
dom, which had ſo long prevailed in every prin- 
cipality of Europe, ſhould thus exactly coincide 1 
with the prophetic period, computing from what 
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every. unprgudiced perſon muſt deem the firſt 
encroachment of the temporal power upon the 
rights of private judgment. But what ſhall we 
ſay, if it ſhould appear alſo, that at the ſame 
interval of one thouſand two hundred and fixty 
years, computed ſeyerally from each of: the 
ecumenical councils, whoſe. religious ordinan- 
ces were. enforced by. the authority. of the 
emperors, and which were therefore. diſtin- 
guiſhed . ſteps in the progreſs of that ſpiritual 
tyranny, by which all. Chriſtendom at length 
became ſo ignominiquſly enſlayed;; correſpond- 
ing events have. qccurred, whereby. the: reſtitu- 
tion of religious liberty hath been. as fignally: 
promoted ? I have not, at preſent, an opportu- 
nity. of particularly examining. how the, caſe. 
Bands in other, cquptries af Eurgpe: but, in- 
our on, the. year 1641, which is exactly 1260 
years from 381, the year of the ſecond general. 
council, is very ſtrongly: marked both by the 
abolition of the iniquitous courts ofi Star-cham- 
mencement of an inteſtine war between the le- 
giſlative eſtates af the kingdom, begun chiefly. 
upon account of: ecclefiaſtical; oppreſſion, and 
which, in its canſequenges, hath. heen produc- 
tive. of a. much greater degree gf liberty, both 
civil andcreligious, - ta this nation, than it euer 
exyoyed before. The two ſucceeding councils, 
| to 
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W hien onhy, of All mat followed af pr 
dern permits £18 to extend the 0B ſervation; were 
hoden iin the veurs 491 und 4.51 3 bo each of 
df Which nunnbelrs if We add bne  thoufard 
two hunchtell und ſrrty; we ſhall have the 
yeats ' r6gr and 17113 the Hrſt renderèd me- 
morabie; not only By the cmpletion of tiſt 
lorious revolution in the entire reduction of 
. and che: conſequent ſectite eſtabliſhment 
of tliat great Patron and champion of religious 
liberty William III. upon the triple throne of 
the Brirfſh iſtes; brit uod by the mortal blow 
piven to the pretended upoſtohe; divine right 
and aotkorivy of the Flictatchy; in the depriva- 
rion of the Non-zuring biſhöps; and tHe p- 
pointinent of others in their om; che latter 
eiftirguiſhed in our eeclefläſtical hiſtory; By the 
fraitteſs attempts of the Convorktion to revive 
the ſpirit of perſecution againſt the Arian Here- 
fy; in the” caſe of Mr: Whiſton: As the fame 
eauſes alivays produce the fame effects; the tem- 
per of that orthodox Engkfh ſynod was equally 
ateharttable, equally vindictive with tit of 
tte general coubcils of the fourth or ffth cen- 
turies: butz agreeably to the predictions of this 
prophecy; the diſpofitisn of the ruling Powers 
towards the Hieratchy was greatly Altered. G6- 
vernment tacitly refuſed: to fend, or Evtl to 
countenance their intemperate, unchriſtian zeal. 
K 2 | And 
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And to this attack upon Mr. Whiſton, with 
what followed ſix years afterwards, on account 
of Dr. Hoadley's ſermon, is undoubtedly ow- 
ing, the viſible reſtraint which hath ever ſince 
been moſt wiſely laid upon the eccleſiaſtical au- 
thority, and that the Convocation, once ſo tur- 
bulent and ſo formidable, i is non S — | 
nibil. nd 265 ni ane: erond! 
That ps nfoiged \propher bath, nicks ict 
propriety, repreſented the. Hierarchy as the image 
of the civil power, every impartial opſerver 
muſt ſurely | acknowledge, who conſiders, that 
in itſelf it hath no inherent vigour nor vital 
principal, but depends Altogether. upon the-tem- 
poral governors of the ſtate, for whatever de- 
gree of energy it poſſeſſes, for its form, and even 
for its exiſtence; that under the imperial admi- 
niſtration of the civil government of Europe, 
the mode of the eſtabliſhed, Hierarchy was impe- 
rial alſo, and becauſe Rome was the. metropolis 
of the empire, its biſhop as metropolitan, was 
made ſupreme head of the Church; that as the 
empire itſelf, by the irruption of the northern 
nations, was broken into many different govern- 
ments, all concurring to ſupport the very ſame 
mode of Religion and eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, 
which had been eſtabliſhed by the emperors, 
ſo, by the hoſtile Forts, of che . pro the 
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empire of the Church was violently rent into 
ſeveral ſmaller Hierarchies, all agreeing to en- 
force the very ſame ſyſtem of theology, the 
ſame fundamental articles of religious doctrine, 
which had been declared orthodox under the 
Popes; that the Lutherans being countenanced 
and protected by ſeveral princes of Germany, 
who are themſelves 'controulable by the Diet of 
the empire, adopted a kind of epiſcopacy, 
ſabje& to the ſuperior authority of a Confiſ- 
tory v, whilſt the Calviniſts, whoſe chief aſy- 
lum was the Republic'of Geneva, formed their 
Hierarchy after the Democratic model; and that 
in England, wher® the executive branch of go- 
vernment is monarchical, the active part of the 
Hierarchy remained epiſcopal, and the upper 
and lower houſes of Convocation, with the 
King for their ſupreme head, formed an eccle- 
ſiaſtical legiſlature, in all reſpects, the image of 
the great legiſlature of the ſtate. 

Having thus briefly remarked upon the chief 
matters contained in the thirteenth chapter of 
this # u eee viſion, we will, in the laſt place, 


In the manarchies of Sada and mw where alſo, 
the Lutheran i is the eſtabliſhed mode of Religion, the Church, | 


government is perfectly epiſcopal, that is of a monarchical 
conſtruction. See Moſheim, Inſt. Eccl. Hiſt. Szc. 16. Seck. 
3. Pars. 2. C. 1. 54. 
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wich your Lordſhipis leave; evaſider ole bery 
ſame ohjects in the different pbint of vitw, in 
which they dre placed ih the feventeenth ; pre- 
| miling, that, i the inteririediate prediction of 
her future deſtructioti; the *poſtate Churth is 
denominated the great rity Bubylok, and all the 
[ nations abe ſaid to have commninicdted in her 
| ſpiritual fornication or idolatry . This ſathe 
circumſtance is alſo predickted of the great Har- 
5 lot of the ſeventeenth e hapter; who is deftribed 
as corrupting and influending many nations; 
=. and ꝓtoſtituting heriÞlf to thoſe lings ef the 
earth who are intended in this pruphety, wit; 
| the ruling powers of Enrepes So tliat rhe xveui 
branded with the name of Ballen the Greit; 
a refer both to the ſame antitype, and repteſent 
alike the apoſtace, Antichriſtian Church; 
| Of chis latter embierh of the corrapt Churth, 
the Apoſtle tells us , that he fab u twoman ft 
won = ſearlet-roloured braft fill of namen of bloſ- 
Fhemy, having feurn beads and ten bern. From 
theſe attributes of the beg, there can be nv 
doubt but it is the ſame viſionary emblem, 
which, in the thirteenth chapter, was ſaid to 
afiſe out of the ſea, and muſt repreſent the fame 
ching in both places. But fince the angel of 
Chap. xiv, 8. + Rev. xvii, 3. 
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the. viſion. hath profeſſed to. explain. the ſeenet 
meaning both. off the. man and: the: beaſt tha 
carried her, it is our duty: to. attend to the ox- 
7 planation he bath. given. us, which commences 
at the ninth, verſe, in theſe words, The ſeven 
heads are. ſeven. mountgins, on which the woman 
fittet h. | 
Your Lordſhip hath. very FLAG 22 
ſtrated, that this heat, with ſeven. heads avows 
edly denoting ſeven. mountains, repreſents the 
ſeven-hilled city Rome; from. whence. your 
Lordſhip. would: infer, that fince the apoſtate 
Church is here deſcribed: as ſeated, upon tha 
city, and Rome is: the ſeat: of: reſidence of the 
Popes, the Roman Church, excluſive of all at hers, 
is the Church of: Antichriſt, But, upon this 
ſuppoſition, my. Lord, how did the apoſtate 
Church continuę to. fit upon the ſeuen- headed 
beaſt, when the Popes. reſided: and kept thein 
court. at Avignon? And, according to this idea, 
would not the Pope, by transferring his epiſco- 
pal ſee from Rome to. any. other city of Italy, 
effectually remove both from himſelf and: from 
the Church, over which he preſides, this lead- 
ing mark of the Antichriſtrian Apoſtacy, with - 
out admitting in either, the leaſt degree of reli- 
gious reformation? Vor Lordſhip cannot. ſeri-- 
ouſly think, that: the, ſevemhilled city: hore-al 
SS lugeq 
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luded to, ſignifies the mere ſtreets and edifices 
of the city Rome. It muſt mean Rome in her 
civil ſtate, as miſtreſs of the world, that is, the 
governing power of the Roman empire. This, 
indeed, is clearly evident,. from the ſubſequent 
explanation of. the viſion, given us in the pro- 
phecy itſelf. For the angelic myſtagogue, after 
informing us, that the ſeven heads are emble- 
matic of that particular city which gave name 
to the imperial power, that is the object of the 
prophecy, goes on to acquaint us, that they 
denote: likewiſe, the ſeveral different forms, of 
government, under which the civil power of the 
Roman empire was and ſhould be adminiſtred; 
that five of theſe forms were paſt before the 
time of this viſion ; that the ſixth, viz. the im- 
perial form, then ſubſiſted; and that the ſe- 
venth, which was to follow, and which I ap- 
prehend to be the ſemi- imperial, would continue 
but for a ſhort ſpace; that the ten | horns are re- 
preſentative of a Pollarchy, into which the Weſ- 
tern empire would be afterwards divided, making 
the eighth form of government, and ariſing out of 
the ruins of the ſeven; andithat the ſeyeral diſ- 
tint kingdoms of this Pollarchy, ſhould unani- 
mouſly concur to ſupport. this ſame corrupt Re- 
ligion, thefeby combining to form that parti- 
cular body af civil power, more eſpecially re- 

he! Preſented 
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preſented in this viſion by the heat, on which 
the woman was ſeated : and, becauſe the power 
of the Roman empire was actually diſſipated 
and deſtroyed by the very creation of theſe 
kingdoms, and yet ſeemed, in ſome ſort, to 
revive and be reunited by their combination, in 
behalf of the Apoſtate Church, the viſionary beaſt, 
repreſenting that combined power, is called the 
beaſt that was, and is not, and yet is. By way of 
conſolation, the prophetic angel adds, that this 
Antichriſtian combination would continue only 
till the decrees of God were fulfilled ; and that 
at length the Apoſtate Church will be deteſted, 
plundered, devoured, and utterly deſtroyed by 
the very ſame. civil powers, by which ſhe hath 
been eſtabliſhed. | 

Of the woman riding upon the beaſt, the 
angel only faith, that ſhe repreſents that great 
city which reigneth over the kings of the earth; 
by which expreſſion ſome commentators under- 
ſtand the city that reigned over the whole known 
world at the time when this viſion was granted 
to St. John. Others, as it appears to me, with 
much better reaſon, underſtand the meaning to 
be, that great city, which, at the period typi- 
fied by this vifion, would influence and direct 
the councils of the kings of the earth, that is, of 
the European States; (for they throughout this 
8 L pro- 
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prophecy, ate denominated, the kings of the 
earth, or earthly kings, in oppoſition to Jeſus 
Chriſt, our ſpiritual and heavenly king). All, 
however, agree in ſuppoſing Rome to, be the city 
here ſpoken of. But ſurely no two things can 
be more diſtinct, than the woman in this viſion, 
and the ſeven-headed beaft, on which ſhe is ſeated. 
Sinee the latter, therefore, is allowed to be a 
type of the city Rome, the former cannot, by 
any reaſonable rules of interpretation, be made 
to ſignify the ſame city. Befides, the true ſenſe 
of the expreſſion, that great city, applied to the 
woman, appears to be ſufficiently obyious, upon 
the bare peruſal of the Apocalypſe. In the figu- 
rative language of this Prophecy, the true Chriſ- 
tian Church is called the holy city and the 
new- Jeruſalem, and the Apoſtate Antichriſtian 
Church is, almoſt every where, called the great 
city Babylon, or Babylon the Great; and ſince 
that is one of the titles expreſsly ſaid to be in- 
ſcribed upon the forehead of this viſionary wo- 
man, if the concluding words of the angel are 
put into literal language, their plain meaning is 
this, © The woman which thou ſaweſt in the 
% viſion is an emblem of that corrupt, Apoſtate 
« Church, which, though it will be entirely 
© ſupported, and move only by the ſecular 
« power of the European princes, will yet in- 
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« fluence and direct their conduct in all reli- 
6 pious concerns, as the rider guideth the wy 
ic of the beaſt, that carrieth him.” 

Having ſeen how the angel explains the 
meaning of this viſion, we will return back 
again, if your Lordſhip pleaſes, to the viſion 
itſelf, for the ſake of obſerving more particu- 
larly the diſtinguiſhing notes and characters of 
the Antichriſtian Church, with which the wo- 
max is ſaid to be branded in the forehead, that 
is, moſt conſpicuouſly ; and try whether they 
can, with any degree of juſtice, be applied ex- 
clufively to the Church of Rome. 

The inſcription is Myſery, Babylon the Great, 
the Mother of Harlots, and Abominations of the 
Earth; and we are informed farther, that ſhe 
was viſibly guilty of ſhedding the blood of con- 
ſcientious Chriſtians. 

Your Lordſhip ſuppoſes Antichriſt to be 
_— an eccleſiaſtical power, and that the chief 

ophetic characters, by which he is to be diſtin- 

ed, are only three, viz. ſpiritual tyranny, 
ks and idolatry, But, in this viſion, the 
predicted Antichriſtian Apoſtacy is expreſsly 
attributed to the complicated power of the Alli- 
ance between the Church and State; and to the 
three characteriſtic marks noticed by your Lord» 
ſhip, two others are ſuperadded, which your 
| 12 Lord- 
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Lordſhip hath thought fit to paſs over in pro- 
found filence, I mean blaſphemy and myſtery. 
Of theſe five, intolerance is aſcribed to both the 
parties of this celebrated Alliance, but the blood- 
guiltineſs chiefly, and very juſtly to the Church; 
becauſe the ſecular arm, in the jnhuman mur- 
der of Heretics, hath only executed the formal 
judicial ſentence of the eccleſiaſtical Courts, 
Blaſphemy and ſpiritual tyranny are attributed to 
the civil power, which alone could eſtabliſh and 
maintain them, And myſtery and idolatry are 
the peculiar characters of the Church. To 
which muſt be added, from St. Paul, the fa- 
bulous falſhoods-of her credenda, The Anti- 
chriſtian attributes of the civil magiſtrate, and 
the laſt-mentioned mark of the Apoſtate Church, 
have been already noticed, in the preceding re- 
marks upon St. Paul's prophecies and upon 
the viſion recorded in the thirteenth chapter of 
this Apocalypſe. We will, here therefore con- 
ſider only the two remaining characters of the 
Antichriſtian Church, myſtery and idolatry. * 
Antichriſt, as your Lordſhip juſtly re- 
marks*, ſignifies a power acting in oppoſition to 
Chriſt, conſequently the Church of Antichriſt, 
muſt be a Church, whoſe doctrines and mode 
of religious worſhip are in direct contradic- 

| j ? Serm, vii, p. 215, 5 
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tion to thoſe of the Goſpel. Accordingly, in 
the prophetic portrait of Antichriſtianiſm, drawn 
by the two prophets of the New Teſtament, 
we ſee the truth and ſoberneſs of the Goſpel con- 
traſted with fables, falſboods and blaſphemy ; the 
_ Chriſtian ſpirit of mercy, charity and univerſal be- 
nevolence, with 1niquitous, oppreſſive violence 
and perſecution for conſcience ſake ; the Goſpel 
precepts not to judge one another, but to leave 
all judgment in matters of Religion to the time 
and perſon ordained by God for that purpoſe, 
with the cruel and ſanguinary deciſions of the 
Courts of eccleſiaſtical judicature; the light of 
Divine revelation with myſtery ; and the rational, 
pure and ſpiritual worſhip of the Deity, with 
that very idolatry, which it is a main deſign of 
revealed Religion to eradicate from off the earth. 

Myſtery fignifies a thing hidden and ſecret, 
and therefore not to be underſtood : for which 
reaſon, (as the Goſpel is declared to be à light to 
lighten the nations“; profeſſeth to teach us to know 
the myſteries of the kingdom of God +, that is, to 
reveal to us thoſe things relating to he kingdom 
of God, which, before Chriſt, had been kept ſe- 
cret ; exhorts us, of our own ſelves, to judge what 
is right ꝓ, not to be children, but men in under- 

* Luke ii, 32, + Luke viii, 10. f Lukexii, 57. 


4 ftand- 


(78) 
ſanding * ; and invites us to make a free and 
unprejudiced uſe of all our natural faculties, in 
the important buſineſs of Religion, to ſee 2vith 
our own eyes, hear with our own ears, and un- 
derſtand with our own hearts +, that we may be 
converted and healed from thoſe follies and vices 
which are as oppoſite to the real happineſs of 
mankind, as they are to the revealed Will of 
God ;) it is manifeſt, that, if the eſſential rites 
and doctrines of any Church whatever are 
myſterious and incomprehenſible, ſhe teaches a 
Religion contradictory to the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
and fo far correſponds with the prophetic de- 
ſcription here given us of the Apoſtate church, 


whoſe firſt and moſt conſpicuous character is | 


myſtery. The Church of Rome, for inſtance, 
which avows her whole religious Creed to be a 
myſtery, abſolutely incomprehenſible to the hu- 
man mind, which declares almoſt all her reli- 
gious rites to be ſacraments, or ſacred myſteries, 
is, without doubt, branded, in the moſt noto- 
rious manner, with this mark of Antichriſ- 
tianiſm, 

And do the FRETS Prateſtant churches of 
Europe, my Lord, ſtand quite clear of the ig- 
nominious character predicted in this circum- 
{ſtance of the viſion ? Do they not all profels the 


* 1 Cor, xiv, 20. f Acts xxviil, 10 
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very ſame articles of religious belief, excepting 
tranſubſtantiation (if even that may be excepted 
in them all *) and acknowledge their whole 
Creed to be an unſearchable myſtery * And, if 
they have rejected, out of the number of their 
Sacraments, ſome of thoſe rites, which the Ro- 
man church declares to be attended with a cer- 
tain myſterious, inward and ſpiritual grace, do they 
not, however, aſſert, that thoſe which they have 
retained, are nyſtical and holy myſteries + *® And 
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* The conſubſtantiation of ſome reformed Churches 
ſeems to me to approach very near to the tranſubſtantia- 
tion of the Church of Rome. And, when the Roman 
catholics teach, that the real body and blood of Chriſt are 
taken by thoſe who receive the conſecrated elements, at 
the Holy Communion, and the Church of England in- 
forms us, that the body and blood of Chriſt are werily and 
indeed taken by the faithful in the Lord's Supper, I frankly 
confeſs, I do not perceive the difference. | 

+ See the Office of Baptiſm, and the Exhortation before 
the Communion Service. Our Church, in the number of 
her Sacraments, reckons but two out of the ſeven reli- 
gious ceremonies which the Church of Rome dignifies with 
that title; but it is obſervable, that, in her practice, ſhe 
hath adopted four of the rejected five, and allows them to 
have either a myſterious influence, or a myſterious ſignifi- 
cation. Marriage, ſhe tells the Deity himſelf, is an ex 
cellent myſtery; the impoſition of the biſhop's hands, in the 
forms of Confirmation and Ordination, is, in the firſt, 
plainly ſuggeſted, and, in the latter, expreſsly declared to 
be the mwy/terious means of communicating the Holy Ghoſt; 
and the authoritative remiſſion of fins, in the 1 
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if the fundamental articles of Faith, and all the 
eſſential religious ceremonies of every eſtabliſhed 
Church in Europe are avowedly myſterious, 1s 
not the Religion they profeſs, altogether myſtery ? 
And are they not all therefore, ſo far as the 
character of myſtery is concerned, equally and 
truly antitypes of this viſionary emblem of the 
Apoſtate Church of Antichriſt? It is by no 
means wonderful, that the Romaniſts, who cen- 
ſure and ridicule all attempts to explain this 
prophetic viſion, by applying it to any nomi- 
nally Chriſtian Church, ſhould entirely diſre- 
guard this and every other predicted note of the 
Antichriſtian Apoſtacy, and be perſuaded that 
they are perfectly unconcerned in its comple- 
tion. But, that Proteſtant divines, who for 
more than two hundred years have profeſſed to 
ſtudy and apply this prophecy to its proper 
object, with this notorious character of Anti- 
chriſtianiſm before their eyes, ſhould till ob- 
ſtinately adhere to the ſame abſurd and blaſ- 
phemous fables, that are maintained by the 
Church of Rome, which they declare to be the 
Church of Antichriſt, and defend them, as the 
Romaniſts themſelves do, under the fatal name 


the Sick, could be appointed only upon the ſuppoſition of 
the »yferious efficacy of penitential confeſſion, and the per- 
formance of the acts of devotion preſcribed in that office. 
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of myſtery z that they ſhould give che ſame 4 in. 
omened denomination alſo to every religious 
rite,- they eſteem neceſſary to ſalvation, is not 
to be accounted for, but by the prevailing in- 
fluence of that ffrong deluſion, ſo long ago pre- 
dicted by St. Paul, in his ſecond letter to the 
Theſſalonians, 

Having, already, ſuggeſted my ſentiments 
concerning the Creed of all the European 
Churches, I ſhall, in this place, only beg the 
favour of your Lordſhip to obſerve, with what 
ſtrict propriety the blaſphemy of the Antichriſtian 
theology is, in this Prophecy, aſcribed to the 
civil power, by which alone it is and could be 
eſtabliſhed and upheld : whilſt the pretence of 
incomprehenſible myſtery, by the ſuperſtitious awe 
of which alone it is or can be defended, is pe- 
culiarly attributed to the Church. But, be- 
cauſe the myſterious influence of Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper, is ſuppoſed to be well war- 
ranted, in certain paſſages of Holy Scripture, 
I will take this opportunity of making a few 
obſervations upon the arguments founded in the 
canonical authority of the Scriptures of the 
New Teſtament, in general; and upon the chief 
of thoſe paſſages in particular. 

The favourite way of arguing, in aſe with 
the orthodox, to filence the umportunate remon- 
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ſtranees of reaſon and common . is as ag 
lows : 

The word of God! is always infallibly-tr true, 
© and muſt, in all caſes, be received for truth, 
though its diftates may be above the com- 
prehenſion of our finite underſtandings. The 
e canonical books of the New Teſtament are 
& all of them, and in every part, the inſpired 
* word of God. Such a doctrine is certainly 
taught us, in ſuch and ſuch paſſages of thoſe 
© books. Therefore it is our duty to receive 
cc that doctrine for truth, notwithſtanding any 
& difficulties, with which it may ſeem to us to 
© be attended.” 

The firſt of theſe propofitions will be uni- 
verſally aſſented to; but, if either the ſecond 
or third may be reaſonably denied or doubted, 
the entire force of this argument is evidently de- 
ſtroyed. In order to prove theſe therefore 
great ſtreſs is laid, both upon the concurrent 
opinion of a large majority of able and learned 
divines of many and early ages, and upon the 
apparent improbability there is, that the wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs of God ſhould ſuffer mankind 
to be deceived in ſo important an article, and in 
ſuch a degree as to receive ſpurious, fictitious 
Scriptures for the genuine diCtates of his Word. 
The man, who has never much attended to the 
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Prophecies” (which, in their very nature, muſt 
have a more eſpecial claim to the authority of 
Divine inſpiration, than any other parts of the 
New Teſtament can pretend to), may, perhaps, 
find ſuch ſort of reaſoning perfectly ſatisfactory 
and convincing ; but to him, who has obſerved, 
that the ſpirit of prophecy hath expreſsly declared 
it to be the Will of God, that mankind ſhould 
fall into ſo ſtrong a deluſion as to believe what is 
fabulous and falſe, the above-mentioned decep- 
tion will be ſo far from feeming improbable, 
that he muſt neceſſarily think it probable in the 
higheſt degree: And, when he conſiders the early 
and long continued, and almoſt univerſal Apoſ- 
tacy of profeſſed Chriſtians from the true reli- 
gion of Jeſus Chriſt, to the contradictory ſuper- 
ſtition of Antichriſt, ſo clearly and repeatedly 
predicted in the ſame Scriptures, how can he 
avoid being inclined to regard the received opi- 
nions of ſo many preceding ages rather as the 
teſt of error, than as the teſt of truth ? For my 
own part, my Lord, 1 have carefully, and, as 
far as is in my power, impartially examined the 
nature and weight of all the evidence, hitherto 
adduced to prove the Divine authority of our 
preſent canon of the apoſtolic Scriptures ; and 
after all, find myſelf very ſtrongly perſuaded, 
that ſeveral of the books of the New Teſtament 
29209 M 2 | are 
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are not the works of the authors, whoſe-name 
they bear, nor of the age, to which they are 
uſually aſcribed ; that in ſome of the beſt au- 
thenticated Scriptures, very material additions 
and alterations have been made fince their firſt 
publication; and that there is no reaſon to ſup- 
poſe every word or ſentence of the moſt genuine 
to have been immediately dictated by the pre- 
ternatural inſpiration of God. Were we to take 
for our guide, in the inveſtigation, that plain 
and obvious principle, called forth to public 
notice by your Lordſhip, that the ſpirit of pro- 
phecy is the teſtimony of Feſus, I perſuade myſelf, 
we ſhould ſoon trace out the truth, and be ena- 
bled, with no very great labour, to ſeparate the 


| wheat of the ſcriptural canon from the chaff. 


But I do not mean, on the preſent occaſion, to 
detain your Lordſhip with ſuch a diſcuſſion at 
large: I would only requeſt your Lordſhip's 


| patience, whilſt I offer a few remarks upon 


thoſe particular paſſages of Scripture, on the 
authority of which, our own Church hath 


thought fit to pronounce the rites of Baptiſm 


and the Lord's Supper to be ſacred myſteries, 
and neceſſary to Chriſtian ſalvation. 

The abſolute neceſſity of Baptiſm, to the par- 
ticipation of the Goſpel-covenant, is deduced 
from our Lord's poſitive commands to uſe it, 

recorded 
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nn in the Goſpels of St. Matthew and St. 
Mark ; and from his converſation with Nicode- 
mus, concerning the being born of water, re- 
lated in the Goſpel of St. John. And its myſteri- 
ous influence is inferred, as I apprehend, from 

. converſation only. | 
Now with reſpect to the twelve concluding 
verſes of St. Mark's Goſpel, in which the com- 
mand to baptize is contained, your Lordſhip 
well knows, they are not to be found in any 
of the oldeſt Greek copies, they are therefore 
aſſuredly the addition of ſome later hand, and 
for that reaſon, canhot be of authority, any 
farther than as they are confirmed by Scriptures 
of greater authenticity, But this is ſo far from 
being the caſe, in the preſent inſtance, that, in 
the two Goſpels of Luke and John, the inſtitu- 
tion of Baptiſm is nowhere mentioned; and in 
that of St. Matthew, where only the hiſtory of 
it is preſerved, the time and place and circum- 
ſtances, in which the command is expreſsly ſaid 
to have been given, not only do not agree with, 
but are abſolutely contradictory to, the account 
given us of it by St. Mark. If therefore our 
Lord's formal appointment of the rite of Bap- 
tiſm be credited at all, it muſt be ſo upon the 
ſingle rege. of the Goſpel attributed to St. 
Mat- 
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Matthew, Let us examine then; with your 
Lordſhip's leave, what that authority is. 

In this enquiry, it is to be obſerved, that 
whatever teſtimony can be of uſe to us, muſt be 
found within the limits of the two or three firſt 
centuries ; for, if the judgment of the ſucceeding, 
ages, in the concerns of Religion, had not been 
ſo ſignally precondemned, in the prophecies of 
the New Teſtament, as to preclude our ſafe re- 
hance upon it, it is evident, that they them- 
ſelves could have no warrant for any part of the 
| ſacred canon, but what they received from the 
tradition of thoſe, who lived next to the Apoſ- 
tolic age. The ſame obſeryation indeed holds 
alſo of the Chriſtians of the third century; ſo 
that, in reality, no external evidence of the au- 
thenticity of any book of the New Teſtament 
can juſtly be deemed ſatisfactory, which is not 
fairly derived from the writers of the firſt or ſe- 
cond century: but they and indeed all the 
early writers who inform us, that St. Matthew 
wrote a Goſpel, aſſure us alſo, that he wrote it 
in Hebrew. 

Here then, my Lord, a judicious, candid en- 
quirer will naturally. aſk firſt, What is become 
of the original Hebrew copy of St. Matthew's 
Goſpel ? and ſecondly, Whether the Greek copy 
we now receive as his Goſpel, is ſatisfactorily 
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proved to be a faithful exact tranſlation of the 
original Hebrew? And judge what muſt be his 
ſentiments, when he finds, firſt, that there is 
abſolutely no credible teſtimony exiſting, that 
ſuch an Hebrew Goſpel of St. Matthew was 
ever once ſeen, from the time when it is ſup- 
poſed to have been written, to the preſent hour : 
and ſecondly, that it is not ſo much as pre- 
tended to be known, where or when or by whom 
our Greek copy was tranſlated. 

The force of this laſt objection is ſo obvious 
and fo great, that, in order to evade it, ſome 
very eminent modern Divines have thought fit to 
advance a new hypotheſis, concerning St. Mat- 
thew's Goſpel, viz. that it is not a tranſlation 
from the Hebrew ; but was originally written 
in Greek by St. Matthew himſelf. The ſole 
foundation of this hypotheſis, is laid in certain 
peculiarities of diction, to which may very juſtly 
be added, the great inequality of ſtyle, obſer- 
vable in this book, which, I readily agree with 
thoſe learned critics, cannot well be accounted 
for, upon the ſuppoſition of its being a regular 
tranſlation from any uniform Hebrew work. 
And I think I could produce internal evidence 
equally ſtrong, to ſhew, that the Greek book, 
we now. call St. Matthew's Goſpel, could not 
be publiſhed by any body, till after the publi- 


cation 


( 28 ) - 

cation of St. Luke's, nor earlier than the reign 

of Trajan, if fo early. But the . advocates of 
this modern opinion muſt be reminded, that the 
very ſame arguments, which ſhall be found of 
validity ſufficient to ſet aſide the teſtimony of 
antiquity reſpecting St. Matthew's writing his 
Goſpel in the Hebrew language and -not in 
Greek, will, at the ſame time, overthrow all 
the evidence there is, that St. Matthew wrote a 
Goſpel at all; and there will not remain the 
leaſt appearance of proof of the authenticity of 
that Scripture, which, at preſent goes by his 
name. Either way therefore, the authority of 
our Goſpel according to St. Matthew, is far too 
problematical to warrant our receiving any 
anecdotes it contains, which are not confirmed 
by better authenticated ſcriptures; and much 
more, ſuch as are abſolutely contradictory to the 
Goſpel according to St. Luke: yet many parts 
of it are ſo, beyond all the power of the moſt 
ingenious harmoniſts to reconcile, I will in- 
ſtance only in that part of the hiſtory, which is 
ſubſequent to our Lord's Crucifixiqn ; becauſe 
that includes in it the ſtory of the inſtitution of 
the rite of baptiſm, 

In St. Luke's hiſtory we learn, that the wo- 
men after they had ſeen the crucified body en- 
tomb ed, returned and prepared ſpices and oint- 
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ments 3 and reſted the ſeventh day according to the 
commandment ; that very early upon the firſt day 
of the week, they came with proper affiſtance 
to embalm the body, and finding the fone rolled 
away from the ſepulchre, they went into it, and 
were much ſurprized, that hey found not the Lody 
there; that they were relieved from their per- 
plexity by a preternatural viſion, in the form 
of two men ſplendidly adorned, which aſſured 
them of their maſter's reſurrection, and reminded 
them, that it was only the completion of what 
he himſelf had predicted to them, when in Ga- 
lilee; that our Lord, after having appeared firſt 
to Peter, and then to the two diſciples at Em- 
maus, ſhewed himſelf to the eleyen apoſtles and 
the diſciples, who were with them, and expreſs- 
ly commanded them not to go from Jeruſalem, 
but to tarry there, till they received the pro- 
miſed inſpiration; that they accompanied him 
as far as Bethany, at the time of his aſcenſion, 
but (in obedience to his command) returned 10 
Feruſalem, and there continued till the feaſt of | 
Pentecoſt. 
Tf this account of St. Lake is to be credited; 
it is certain, that the women knew of no watch 
ſet to guard the ſepulchre ; that they ſaw no 
ſoldiers terrified to death at an earthquake, and 
at the — deſcent of an angel from 
| N heaven 5 
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heaven; that they met not our Lord in their 
return, nor received any orders to ſend his diſ- 
ciples into Galilee to ſee him; and that the 
Apoſtles did not take a moſt unneceſſary journey 
on foot, of about a hundred miles and back 
again, in order to ſee him and receive his in- 
ſtructions upon the top of a Galilean moun- 
tain; but tliat they ſaw him that ſame day, and 
for forty days together, converſed with him, 
at and in the neighbourhood of Jeruſalem. Vet 
in direct contradiction to ſo conſiſtent and good 
a writer, and ſo well authenticated an hiftorian, 
as St. Luke certainly is, the unknown author or 
tranflatof of what we call St. Matthew's Goſpel 
informs us, that on the next day that followed the 
day of preparation, (a kind of periphrafis for 
the ſabbath, which it appears to me next to 
impoſſible that any Jew ſhould uſe) the chief 
prieſts and Phariſees, inſtead of keeping holy 
the ' ſabbath-day, as St. Luke tells us the wo- 
men did, and as was cuſtomary with the whole 
Jewiſh nation, agreed to violate the divine com- 
mandment, in the moſt public and notorious 
manner, by aſſembling before Pilate, to aſk a 
guard for the ſepulchre, and going to ſeal the 
ſtone and ſer the guard; that, in the end of the 
ſabbath, as it began to dawn toward the firſt day of 


the Week, (a mode of ſpeaking, which evidently 
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demonſtrates that this writer had not been ac- 
cuſtomed to reckon his time after the Jewiſh 
manner) two oniy of the women came, (not to 
anoint the body, as St. Luke aſlifres us they 
did, for that would have been inconſiſtent with 
the ſtory of the guard, but merely) 0 ſee the 
ſepulchre; that they ſaw an angel deſcend amidſt 
a great earthquake, and roll away the ſtone 
from the door and ſet, upon it; that the guards 
quaked and wire almoſt dead with fear, but 
the angel bid them not to be affrighted, and 
ordered them to go in haſte and tell his diſci- 
ples, that the Lord was riſen, (I ſuppoſe, be- 
fore the ſepulchre was opened, for no mention 
is made of their ſeeing him riſe and come forth, 
after the ſtone was rolled away) and that they 
ſhould ſee him in Galilee, whither he was going 
before them; that, in their way, Jefus himſelf 
met them, and commanded them to tell his diſ- 
ciples to go into Galilee and there they ſhoul& 
ſee him; and that the eleven diſciples accordingly 
went away into Galilee, to a mountain that had 
been appointed them, where they ſaw him and 
received the politive inſtitution of the rite of 
baptiſm. 

To reconcile theſe two Jarring hiſtories, much 
learned labour hath. been beſtowed in - vain by 
many eminent commentators, and by none more 


N 2. than 
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than by the late Mr, Gilbert Weſt : but as the 


whole of his groundleſs, though ingenious and 
much applauded comment proceeds upon a ſup- 
poſition, that the women and the- ſoldiers were 
not at the ſepulchre at the ſame time, it is ut- 
terly overthrown by a ſingle diſſyllable in the 

original of St. Matthew's hiſtory, which unfor- 
tunately for his ſyſtem, and for that of every 
other harmoniſt, expreſſly informs us, that they 
were both there together; 1 meth the pronoun 
Upatiy which in the text is added to My poCzode, 
and which can have no other uſe than to mark 


to the women the antitheſis between themſelves 


and the affrighted ſoldiers *, And it 1s curious 
to obſerve the ſtrong force of prejudice and 
prepoſſeſſion in the artful, uncandid manner, in 
which Mr. Weſt, when he gives a continued 
narration of the ſtory according to his own 
ſyſtem, paſſes by ſo great a difficulty, which it 
was not in his power to remove, by making the 
angel ſpeak to the women, not .in the words of 


® In the Greek and Latin tongues, the two principal 
pronouns, that is to ſay, the firſt and ſecond perſon, are 


implied in the very form of the verb itſelf, and are, for 


that reaſon never expreſſed, unleſs it be to mark a contradiſ- 
tindion ; ſuch as in Virgil, 


| Nos patriam fogimus, 7 Tityre, lentus i in | ber, 
Formoſam ns doces, &c. 


Harris's Hermes, B, 1 1. p. . 009 
2 | St. 
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St. Matthew s Goſpel, where only the fivey of 
the watch is told, fear not ye; but in thoſe of 
St. Mark's hiſtory, where no ſoldiers are men- 
tioned, and where the angel therefore, having 
no occaſion to make uſe of a contradiſtinguiſh- 
ing pronoun, ſays only be not affrighted . 

This being the caſe, my Lord, with the only: 
two paſſages of Scripture, in which the inſtitu- 
tion of baptiſm is recorded, as I find that the 
firſt diſciples and apoſtles were not baptized 
with Chriſtian baptiſm ; that baptiſm was a cuſ- 
tomary form of admitting proſelytes to a new - 
diſcipline uſed, before our Saviour's miniſtry, 
not only by John the Baptiſt, but of old time 
by the Jewiſh prieſts; that, in the Apoſtolic 
age, the converts to Chriſtianity were all bap- 
tized, not according to the form preſcribed in 
the Goſpel attributed to St. Matthew, but fimply 
into the name of the Lord Feſus ; and laſtly, 
that St. Paul, who glories 7, that the Apoſtolic 

' commiſſion he had ned. was as full and 
ample as that of the greateſt of the Apoſtles, 
yet declares, that to baptize made no part of 


his commiſſion ; I hope I may be pardoned, 


* Obſervations on the Hiſt. and Evid. of the Reſur. p. 
88. ed. 2. f Adds, paſſim. | f 2 Cor. xi, 5, & xii, 11. 
Sec alſo Gal. c. 1&2. 8 x Cor, „ 
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If I am not convinced, that our bleſſed Lord 
ever poſitively enjoined the rte of baptiſm. At 
the ſame time I acknowledge, that ſince he moſt 
undoubtedly permitted, and therefore approved 
the uſe of it, it appears clearly to behove us to 
imitate his firſt diſciples in the adoption of the 
fame ſimple, decent and inſtructive ceremony, 
whenever we formally admit proſelytes to the 
Chriſtian Faith. 

As to the converſation of our bleſſed Saviour 
with Nicodemus related in the third chapter of 
St. John, I am utterly at a loſs to know by 
what rule of interpretation the being born of ra- 
ter, there mentioned, is made to fignify being 
baptized with water, Your Lordſhip muſt re- 
collect ſome paſſages of Scripture, where bap- 
tiſm is repreſented as a figurative burial, but I 
do not remember one, in which it is called @ 
birth in any ſenſe; nor do I ſee how the ſame 
action can, with any degree of propriety, be 
denominated, even figuratively, both our bu» 
rial and our birth. Indeed, if our Lord did 
not ſpeak literally of a ſecond birth, throughout 
this dialogue, he dealt very uncandidly with the 
Jewiſh Rabbi, who evidently underſtood him 
ſo to ſpeak even to the laſt. And he had, 
ſurely, very little reaſon to upbraid him, as 4 
Maſter of Iſrael, for his i Ignorance of the myſtic 

| influ- 
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- Influence of a Chriſtian rite, not inſtituted at 
the time of this converſation. 

l have frequently confidered this paſſage with 
that attention, wherewith it is the duty of every 
public teacher, and indeed of every Chriſtian, 
to conſider thoſe parts of Scripture eſpecially 
upon. which any eſſential doctrines of our reli- 
gion are founded : and to me, my Lord, it ap- 
pears, that the generally received interpre- 
tation of our Saviour's diſcourſe to the Jewiſh 
ruler hath ariſen from a very whimſical miſtake, 
viz. that the being born of water is the ſecond 
birth there ' ſpoken of, and conſequently, that 
the being born of water, and being born of the 
ſpirit ſignify both the ſame thing, and both de- 
note the moral reformation, required of all the 
converts to Chriſtianity, which by a very com- 
mon figure of ſpeech is denominated à regenera- 
tion or newneſs of life. Accordingly, our Church 
ſcruples not to affirm, in the exhortation with 
which ſhe introduces the office of baptiſm, 
« that our Saviour Chriſt faith, none can enter 
“into the kingdom of God, except he be re- 
generate and born anew of water and of the 
« Holy Ghoſt :” whereas, in truth, our Savi- 
our Chriſt ſaith no ſuch thing. He tells Nico- 
demus, that, except a man be born again or a ſe- 
cond time, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God; 
and 


e 

and upon the Rabbi's aſking him how it wer 
poſſible for a man a ſecond time to undergo a 
carnal birth, he explains his meaning by affur- 
ing him, that except a man be (not born again as 
our Church hath it, but fimply) born of water 
and of the ſpirit, that is, (as I apprehend it) of 
the ſpirit as well as of water, he cannot ys into 
the kingdom of God. 

That by the being born of the ſpirit is meant 
a ſpiritual ſecond birth, either real or figurative, 
is univerſally agreed. The queſtion is, what 
we are to underſtand by the being born of wa- 
ter? And ſince no ſuch phraſe is to be found 
in any other part of the New Teſtament, it 
ſeems but reaſonable, that before we preſume 
to determine its true ſignification, we ſhould 
look back into the Scriptures of the Old Teſ- 
tament, and enquire whether any ſuch way of 
ſpeaking was cuſtomary amongſt the Jews ; for 
if ſo, it was without doubt, readily underſtood 
by Nicodemus, though we cannot wonder it 
ſhould be miſtaken by the fathers of the ortho- 
dox Church. Now, in the Old Teſtament, my 
Lord, we find, that the being born of water was - 
a common expreſſion in the Hebrew language, 
to denote our firſt or carnal birth. For the na- 
tural liquid origin, from whence we ſpring, is 
there very. frequently denominated by the figu- 


rative 


FOLEY 

rative names of dew and Twater ; a wife is called 
a fountain; children, ſprings and rivers of wa- 
ters; to 'drink waters out of thine own ciftern fig- 
nifies to have children by thine own wife ; and 
the whole Jewiſh nation are ſaid to + have come 
forth out of, that is, to have been born of the 
waters of Judah. This being the caſe, I can- 
not entertain a doubt, but that the being born of 
water, in this dialogue means, not a ſecond, 
but our firſt birth, and is the very ſame as being 
born of the fleſh, becauſe the water, the dp 
ropa, as Juſtin Martyr calls it, of our firſt 
birth, is derived from fleſhly parents. I con- 
clude therefore, that the doctrine here taught 
Nicodemus, is that peculiar doctrine of the 
Goſpel, © that man is by his maker deſigned to 
„ exiſt, not only in the preſent world, but in a 
< better life to come; and that the great re- 
<< wards of the Chriſtian covenant cannot be 
c“ attained during the term of our animal life 
< in fleſhly bodies, but are to be inherited af- 
< ter death, when we ſhall be born again to a 
ce ſtate of ſpiritual exiſtence, as different from 
< what we now are, as the nature of thoſe or- 
* ders of beings above us, whom we call ſpi- 
& rits, is from that of men:“ in ſhort, that it 


Prov. v. 1g, Kc. + Iſaiah xlviii, 1, Vide Poli 
Sy nopſin in locum. 
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is the very ſame leſſon, which St. Paul teaches 
us, in the fifteenth chapter of his firſt Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians,“ That, after dying to the 
< preſent life, we ſhall live again at the reſur- 
<« reftion from the dead, not in ſuch animal bo- 
& dies as we now have, but in ſpiritual bodies 
- adapted to the mode of exiſtence, we ſhall 
% then enjoy, for, that fleſh and blood cannot in- 
& herit the kingdom of God,” 

In this ſenſe, there is a perfect congruity be- 
tween the fifth and ſixth verſes of this much-per- 
yerted Scripture, which is utterly deſtroyed by 
the commonly-received interpretation: and we 
.alſo ſee clearly why our Lord upbraided this 
maſter of Iſrael, for his entire ignorance: of this 
ſecond birth, 

When Nicodemus confeſſed himſelf: con- 
vinced, by his mighty works, that our Saviour 
was a teacher commiſſioned by God, he, in 
effect, acknowledged him to be the Meſſiah, be- 
cauſe the Jeus had no ground on which to ex- 
pect any other Prophet endowed with miracu- 
lous powers, until the appearance of the pro- 
miſed Meſſiah. But it is highly probable, that, 
like the reſt of our Lord's diſciples, he had over- 
looked one part of the character given of that 
diſtinguiſhed perſonage by the old Prophets; 3 


and 


\ 
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and"dazzled with the pompous predictions of 
his kingdom, had deceived himſelf into an ex- 
pectation of his immediate acceſſion to the 
throne of David, to reign over the whole earth, 
in temporal power and ſplendour : and that, with 


this idea, he came to make his court betimes to 


the illuſtrious monarch. Our Lord's diſcourſe 
therefore is calculated to undeceive him, to check 


his carnal views and expectations, and teach him 


to look forward to the better rewards of a future 
life of ſpiritual immortality. He accordingly 


aſſures him, that neither he himſelf nor any man 
could inherit the predicted kingdom of God, in 


the fleſhly body, which is derived from our firſt, 
our watery birth, but that he muſt previouſly 
undergo 4a ſecond birth to a ſpiritual life, before 


he could enter into the kingdom of God. And, 
as the death and reſurrection of the Meſſiah had 


been very circumſtantially foretold by the Jewiſh 
prophets, we cannot wonder, that our Lord up- 
braided the Rabbi for his inattention to the 
meaning of thoſe Scriptures which he had under- 
taken to teach the people, becauſe we know 
that he upbraided his other diſciples for the ſame 
thing, after his reſurrection, when he fully ex- 
plained to them the Prophetic Scriptures, and 
convinced them, that, before the Meſſiah could 
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enter into his glory *, he muſt needs have ſuffered 
death, and been raiſed from the dead the third day. 

So far as I am capable of judging therefore, 
this celebrated converſation between our Sa- 
viour and Nicodemus, far from giving any 
Church reaſon to teach, that water-baptiſm is 4 
ſacred myſtery, or à myſtical waſhing away of fin, 
hath not even the moſt diſtant reference of any 
kind to that early-adopted, decent mode of ad- 
mitting proſelytes to the ſchool of Chrift. 

The other rite, which our Church declares 
to be a holy myſtery, was unqueſtionably en- 
Joined upon his diſciples by our blefled Saviour 
himſelf, and ought, therefore, to be univerſally 
obſerved by them. But then, the time, the 
manner, and the very words, in which the in- 
ſtitution was made, are ſo well known; and it is ſo 
expreſsly declared to be merely commemorativeof 
our Lord's death, that, if we did not know with 
what infamous ſervility the Fathers of the or- 
thodox Church imitated the inſtitutions of Pa- 
gan ſuperſtition, borrowed the very terms and 
phraſes uſed in the myſterious ceremonies of the 
Heathen, and applied them to the celebration 
of the Lord's Supper, we ſhould be at a loſs to 
conceive how it could ever have been called a 
myſtery, At preſent, if I miſtake not, the 
Luke xxiv, 26—46. 


highly 


— 


C or 
highly figurative anſwer, which our Saviour, in 
the fixth chapter of St. John, is recorded to have 


given to thoſe Jews, who, having followed him 


for the loaves and fiſhes, demanded ſuch a mira+ 
culous ſign of his divine commiſſion. as their 
| forefathers had experienced in the wilderneſs, 
when bread was given them from Heaven, is 
made the ground-work of that internal ſpiritual 
grace and myſterious efficacy, which is ſaid to at- 
tend the obſervance of this moſt ſimple and un- 
affected Chriſtian rite. The whole of his diſ- 
courſe on that occaſion is ſuppoſed to refer to 
the Communion of bread and wine, of which, 
at that time, not the Jews only, but even his 
own diſciples, were entirely ignorant. And, ac- 
cordingly, the communicants are aſſured by 
our Church *, in the very words of this chap- 
ter, that when they receive the Holy Sacrament, 


they then ſpiritually eat the fleſh of Chriſt, and 


« drink his blood. They then dwell in Chriſt, and 
& Chriſt in them.” From the ſame paſſage of 
Scripture, underſtood in the ſame ſenſe, I mean 
as alluding to the Lord's Supper, the Roman 
Catholics alſo deduce their ſtrongeſt arguments 
in favour of the horrid doctrine of tranſubſtan- 
tiation, But after all the ingenuity diſplayed, 
both by Proteſtants and Papiſts, in ſupport of 
* Exhertation before. the Communion Service. 
this 
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this interpretation (if it be certain that our Lord 
really held this diſcourſe) it ſeems to me im- 
poſſible he ſhould mean any thing by he bread 
 2vhich came down from Heaven, befides that word 
of God, the Evangelic doctrine, which he was 
peculiarly commiſſioned to teach, and which 
ſeems to be here called himſelf, and his fleſh and 
blood, in the ſame figure of ſpeech, whereby we 
ſpeak of the houſe, when we mean the perſons. 
that inhabit it. At leaſt, ſince the heavenly 
food, which, in this diſcourſe, he calls himſelf 
and his fleſh, is expreſsly and repeatedly ſaid to 
have come down from Heaven, it is beyond all 
controverſy, that he could not mean either his hu- 
man body of fleſh and blood, as the Romaniſts 
teach, or the ſacramental emblems of it, the 
bread and wine, as our Church inſinuates, be- 
cauſe it is certain, that they are altogether 
earthly and did not deſcend from Heaven. 

So much for myſtery, which the inſpired Pro- 
phet informs us, is the firſt conſpicuous cha- 
rater of the Apoſtate Church. The next is 
idolatry and her title, whereby that particular 
crime is denoted, is Babylon the Great, the Mother 
of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth. 

Upon this circumitance, Biſhop Boſſuet, in 
order to vindicate the Church of Rome from 
the charge, uſually urged againſt -her by the 

Pro- 


(nag 


Proteſtants, of being the Church of Antichriſt, 
hath founded an objection, which your Lordſhip 
allows to be extremely ingenious, and, till the 
publication of your Lordſhip's elegant Diſ- 
' courſes, wnanſwered*, The purport of it is 
this, . That ſince it was evidently the intention 
& of this Prophecy to diſplay the crimes: of the 
* Antichriſtian power it predicts, in the higheſt 
„colours, if, by the harlot here ſpoken of, the 
„ Apoſtle had meant a corrupted Chriſtian 
% Church, he would ſometimes, at leaſt, have 
e called her idolatry by the name of adultery, 
* and not always by that of fornication only, 
which is a crime of leſs complicated guilt. 
That, in ſuch a caſe, he would have denomi- 
nated her Samaria, a city which polluted. a 
c“ true Religion with an idolatrous form of wor- 
“ ſhip, and not Babylon, a Pagan city, which 
£ never was in covenant with God.“ To this, 
your Lordſhip replies +, that the Prophet hav- 
ing choſen to make Babylon the type of the An- 
tichriſtian Church, the concinnity of the figure and 
the juſt correſpoudence of the thing ſigniſied to the 
in, demands, that what could not properly be 
ſaid of the type, ſhould not be applied to the 
antitype. And therefore, ſince the idolatry of 
Pagan Babylon could not properly be termed 


* Serm, xi, p. 373. + Ibid, p. 374. 
+ | adultery, 
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adultery, ſhe could not, with propriety, be 
cuſed of more than - fornication, even when the 
was made the type of Chriſtian Rome. 
Notwithſtanding your Lordſhip's triumphant 
boaſt of having thus entirely taken off the edge of 
this acute objeftion , I can ſcarce perſuade my- 
ſelf, that ſo very able and judicious a critic as 
your Lordſhip can be really ſatisſied with fuch 
an argument, and believe it a ſufficient anſwer 


to the French prelate's objection. I am confi- 


dent were the Biſhop of Meaux now living, he 
would triumph in his turn, and conclude, that 
his objection were, indeed, unanſwerable. For 
ſince, as your Lordſhip obſerves, the principles 
of decorum, in figurative writing, require, that 
there ſhould be @ concinnity of the figure, and a 
Juſt correſpondence of the thing fi ſignified to the fign, 
it cannot, on any account, be allowed, a mere 
human writer to adopt a figure, in which 
the principal features and moſt material circum- 
ſtances of the type and antity pe are, not only not 
the ſame but, very widely different. And I 
can ſee no reaſon for attributing to the dictates 
of divine inſpiration leſs propriety of expreſſion 
than is allowable to thoſe of the ordinary facul- 
ties of the human mind. If Rome, therefore, 
be a Church in religious covenant wich God 


Serm. xi, p. 378. 


through 
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through Chrift, or, to uſe the figurative lan- 
guage of the Prophets, under a marriage con- 
rat, Babylon; which never was under ſuch a 
contract; was, by no means, a proper en 
whereby to fignify it 3 becauſe there is not a juſt 
rorreſporndence between them. Your Lordſhip, 
indeed; hath alledged * one correſponding cir- 
cumſtance as ſufficient to juſtify the Prophet's 
choice of Babylon ts be a type of Rome, even 
under the Chriſtian covenatit, viz: that © each, 
&© in its turn. was ihe mother of harlots and 
te abominations of the earth ; the former corrupt- 
& ing the Heathen world with her fornication, 
ce and the latter the Chriſtian. But ſhbuld we 
allow, what your Lordſhip is pleaſed to take for 


granted; that Rome was indeed the original 


fource of all the corruptions of the Chriſtian 
world; yet ſtill, ſince the degree of crime is 
much leſs in the idolatry of a mere Pagan city, 
than in that of a city enjoying the ſupernatural 
light of a revealed Religion, and lying under the 
obligations of a ſpecial covenant, Mr. De 
u would have great reaſon to repeat, 

© That if the Apoſtle had intended to fignify 
4 4 Chtiſtian Church, he ought; on all ac- 
*© counts; to have made Samaria, and not Ba- 
ve * bylon the ſign.” And; in that caſe, your 

4 S p. 375. 
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Lordſhip might have pointed out a much juſter 
correſpondence of the type to the antitype, by 
obſerving, that as Samaria, under the Moſaic 
covenant, was the ſource of all the idolatrous 
corruptions of the Jewiſh Church ; ſo Rome, 
under the covenant of the Goſpel, hath been 
the origin of idolatry in the Church of Chriſt. 
But even this ſingle reſemblance, produced by 
your Lordſhip, between Babylon and Rome, im- 
perfect as it is, is not founded in fact; for, as 
have before ſuggeſted to your Lordſhip, it is 
notorious, that every ſpecies of idolatry, of 
which the Church of Rome can be accuſed, 
did not originate in her, but was derived from 
Antioch and Alexandria. 
It is curious to obſerve, that, in this argu- 
ment between your Lordſhip and the Biſhop of 
Meaux, as between-.all Proteſtant and Papiſt 
writers upon the ſame ſubject, it is ſuppoſed, on 
both ſides, that the Church of Rome is really a 
true Church of Chrift,-and, that the funda- 
mentat articles of her Religion are the funda- 
mental articles of the Chriſtian covenant. On 
the part of the Papiſts indeed it cannot be 
otherwiſe. And when we compare the funda- 
mental religious articles of every eſtabliſhed 
Church in. . Chriſtendom with thoſe of the 
Church of Rome, we cannot wonder, that the 
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ſame principle ſhould be aſſumed by them alſo: 
for ſhould the Religion of the Church of Rome 
turn out, at laſt, to be repugnant to the cove- 
nant of the Goſpel, every orthodox Church in 
Europe would have cauſe to tremble” at the 
conſequences. But, whilſt it concerns the Pro- 
teſtant Churches ſo deeply, that the Church of 
Rome ſhould not be condemned too far, it muſt 
ſurely make every impartial by-ſtander ſmile, to 
ſee divines of your Lordſhip's learning and abi- 
lities define Autichriſt to be a power, that main- 
tains a direct enmity and oppoſition to Chriſt, and 
write profeſſedly to demonſtrate, that the Ro- 
man- catholic Church is the Church of Antichriſt, 
and yet, at the ſame time, allow her to be a 
true Church of Chriſt. Surely, my Lord, the 
ſame Church can no more be both Chriſtian and 
Antichriſtian, at the ſame time, than light and 
darkneſs can exiſt together, or than Chriſt and 
Antichriſt can be the ſame perſon. The true and 
only anſwer to Mr. De Boſſuet's objection is, 
that the Church which is profeſſedly the object 
of this Prophecy is no more a Chriſtian Church 
than Pagan Babylon herſelf; her Religion, in- 
ſtead of being agreeable to the truth ang, ſoberneſs 
of the Goſpel covenant, is fabulous, falſe, blaſ- 
pbemous and idolatrous ; for this very reaſon, in- 

V Serm, vil, p 215, & 
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ſtead of being deſcribed as wedded to Chriſt, the 
is repreſented. as the common praſtitute of the 
princes of the Roman Empire, depending on 
them alone for her eſtabliſhment, her authority, 
and her ſubſiſtence: and becauſe, during that 
ſpiritual tyranny, which, it is predicted, her 
royal paramours would aſſume and exerciſe in 
her- behalf, the true Religion of Jeſus Chriſt 
would no where find toleration, we are taught by 
the inſpired Prophet, that, ſo long as that im- 
pious uſurpation ſhall laſt, there will be no 
Church in marriage contract with Chriſt, but that 
when the predicted period ſhall arrive, at which 
the ſame powers, that eſtabliſhed it, ſhall abo- 
liſh the Antichriſtian apoſtacy, then, and not till 
then *, the marriage of the Lamb will take place, 
and his wife ſhall have made herſelf ready, 

There is another - miſtake obſervable alſo, in 
the arguments both of Papiſts and Proteſtants 
about this Prophecy, viz. that the city Babylon 
is a prophetic /in intended to ſignify ſome parti- 
cular city of modern times. But, as J have be- 
fore remarked, the figurative terms Babylon the 
Great, or that great city, the harlot of the kings of 
the earth, are manifeſtly oppoſed to thoſe of Je- 
ruſalem, the holy city, or the New Feruſalem, the. 
\ Spouſe of Chrijl, And therefore, ſince. the latter 
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type cannot denote any one particular city, but 
muſt neceſſarily include in its ſignification every 
ſociety of true Chriſtians, who embrace and 
practiſe the pure Religion of the Goſpel, and 
acknowledge no Lord nor Lawgiver in religions 
concerns but Jeſus Chriſt; ſo the farmer can- 
not be confined to any one church or city, but 
muſt needs extend to every ſociety in every na- 
tion, by whatſoever denomination they may call 
themſelves, who adopt the Antichriftian, or, 
which I take to be perfectly ſynonimous, the 
orthodox ſuperſtition, which temporal power alone 
hath eſtabliſhed, and alone continues to uphold. 
In this ſenſe, my Lord, there is, indeed, in 
many particulars, a very juſt and ſtriking cor- 
reſpondence between the thing fignified, and the 
ſign. For, as Babylon was the ſource of ancient, 
ſo hath the orthodox Church been of modern 
idolatry. As Babylon firſt aimed at univerſal 
empire, and enſlaved the nations around it; fo 
the orthodox Church farſt attempted to eſtabliſh an 
univerſal empire over conſcience, and enflaved 
the minds of men. As the deſpot of Babylon 
decreed, that all who would not worſhip the 
image he had thought fit to erect, ſhould be de- 
ſtroyed in the burning feery furnace, ſo the princes 
of the ortbodox Church condemned thoſe, who 
refuſed to conform to the idolatry they had eſta- 

bliſhed 
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liſhed to periſh at the fery fate; whilſt the 


Church herſelf, not ſatiated with ſuch diaboli- 


cal vengeance, hath.impiouſly preſumed to an- 
ticipate the final judgment of Heaven, and 


doomed them in the next world, to ſuffer ever- 
laſting burning. As Babylon deſolated and 


laid waſte Jeruſalem, led captive the people of 
Iſrael, and compelled them to violate the prin- 


ciples of the Law of Moſes, and publickly to 


offer facrifice to Pagan idols; ſo the Orthodox 


Church hath ruined and enthralled the Church of 


Chriſt, and compelled the profeſſors of Chriſti- 


anity to contradict the very ſpirit and firſt prin- 
ciples of the Goſpel, and openly to embrace 
her Catholic faith, and idolatrous mode of wor- 


ſhip. ' Laſtly, as the Aſſyrian metropolis pro- 
jected the impracticable ſcheme of an univerſal 


union of mankind, and erected a common center 
of unity for that purpoſe, which ended in the 


diſunion and entire ſeparation of the people 


from each other, by the confuſion of tongues ; ſo 
the Orthodox Church, whereſoever it hath been 
eſtabliſhed, hath erected a common ſtandard of 


religious belief, and wildly and vainly endea- 


voured to accompliſh an univerſal agreement of 


opinion and uniformity of doctrine, and the at- 


tempt hath ended in the diviſion and ſubdivi- 


ſion of Chriſtendom, into a very Babel of con- 


I tending 


) 
tending hereſies and differing modes of n, 
ciſm and ſuperſtition. : | 

But whether Babylon be ſuppoſed to fignify 
the Orthodox Church in general, or only one 
branch of it in particular, it is equally neceſſary, 
if we would underſtand the meaning of this 
prophecy, to enquire what that crime of Idolatry 
is, of which the Antichriftian Church ſtands re- 
peatedly preindicted by the inſpired apoſtle. And 
there is the greater need of this, becauſe your 
Lordſhip and other eminent commentators have 
been pleaſed to teach us *, that the nature of 
1dolatry, ſince the promulgation of the Goſpel, 
is not the ſame it was before, but, that the Ido- 
latry peculiar to the Chriſtian Covenant, and con- 
ſequently that which is intended in this prophe- 
cy, is the crime of having other mediators be- 
tween God and man, n the true and only 
mediator Jeſus Chriſt. 

That ſuch a Polymeſiteſm, * is an of- 
fence againſt the religion of the Goſpel is un- 
queſtionable; becauſe St. Paul aſſures us, that 
in the Chriſtian Covenant there is but + one 
mediator, the man Chrift Feſus. But if your 
Lordſhip could produce ſufficient warrant either 
from reaſon. or from the ſacred Scriptures to 
convince us, that the crimes. of Polymeſiteſm 

' | ® Serm. xi, p. 383. + 1. Tim. ti, 5. 
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me Polytheifm are equally heinous, (which; f 
will yenture to affirm, is far from being in your 
Loraſh ip's power), it would only follow, that 
one more is added to the eatalogue of crimes 
under the Chriſtiari than under the Moſaic diſ. 
penſation. The new crime could not; with any 
reaſon or ptopriety; be called by the name of 
an old one of a very different nature: much leſs 
could it be ſuppoſed entirely to annul the old 
crime, fupplant it and aſſume its places When- 
ever therefore I find the preachers of the New 
Teſtament denouncing the vengeance of Heaven 
againſt adaltrry, idolatry, murder, &c. knowing 
the perfect immutability of the divine will; I 
apprehend every one of thoſe names to ſignify 
the very ſame vicious actions, that they were 
uſed to denote, under the firſt te venant; and 
conſequently conclude, that 4dolatry, in Parti- 

cular, is not a new ſpecies of crime, that nevet 
exiſted till about 300 years after Chriſt, but the 
very ſame impiety, which i is ſo frequently men- 
tioned by that name in the Old Teſtament, and 
which is fo accurately defined; and ſo folemnly 


prohibited in the two firft Nene Were the 
Decalogue. 


Here, by the way, my | Lind, I mot abe the 
 Hberty to point vut a moſt eſſential defect in the 
andy argument, that I have ever ſeen of heard 

alledged 


N 

alledged to vindicate our o] national church 
from that charge of idolatry, which hath of 
late been urged againſt her, for worſhipping, as 
the one eternal God, a Being whom ſhe herſelf 
avows to be a man. The argument is this, 
© The Scriptures of the New Teſtament, being 
© the inſpired word of God, are our only rule 
© of belief and practice in the concerns of re- 
5 ligion. In ſome paſſages of thoſe Scriptures, 
& this Man is called Ged; in others, the incom- 
© municable attributes of the Deny are aſcribed 
* to him, not in a figurative or ſecondary,” (as 
many good and learned men in all ages have 
believed) “ but in a primary and literal ſenſe; 
However incomprehenfible therefore ſuch a 
“ myſterious union of the two natures may be 
c to us, fince the Holy Scriptures exprefsly 
te teach us, that this Man is alſo the only true 
« God, it is ſo far from criminal in us, that it 
« is our indiſpenſible duty to acknowledge and 
“ worſhip him as fuch.” 

All thoſe, (and a very numerous body 4 
Kee) whoſe indolent indifference, whoſe habitual 
prejudices, or whoſe perſonal intetefts incline 
them to wiſh the eſtabliſned mode of worſhip 
right, may perhaps be thoroughly fatisfied 
with this way of reaſoning, according to that 
moſt juſt maxim facile credimus quad volumus. 

Q Vor 
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But a mind diveſted of partiality and prepoſlef- 
fion, my Lord, will be aptto carry the queſtion 
much higher. It will obſerve, that though the 
Goſpel be a revelation of the Divine will, yet 
it is not the firſt revelalion which God hath 
vouchſafed to make; that, fince the eternal 
Deity is altogether immutable both in nature 
and in will, he cannot contradi&t himſelf ; 
and conſequently, it is impoſſible, that any ge- 
nuine, ſubſequent revelation ſhould make that 
a virtue and a religious duty, which a prior re- 
velation hath prohibited as an heinous fin, and 
declared to be a blaſphemous impiety. The 
firſt and moſt important queſtion therefore in 
this controverſy is, whether the worſhipping a 
Man as God, or the one Almighty God as hav- 
ing the nature and bodily form of a man, be 
the crime prohibited, under the Moſaic cove- 
nant by the name of idolatry? For if it be, it 
muſt remain a crime to all eternity : and had 
the firſt preachers of the Goſpel really enjoined 
it, it would have been our duty to have re- 
nounced and abominated their doctrine, upon 
the very ſame principle, on which St. Paul di- 
rects the Galatians to regard as accurſed every 
doctrine which contradicted the Goſpel that 
had been firſt preached to them, though it 
ul be taught them by the Apoſtles them- 

1 - ſelves, 
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ſelves, or even by an angel from heaven. If 
therefore the doctrine of the incarnation of God 
be really taught in any Scriptures of the New 
Teſtament, and the worſhipping the unchange- 
able Deity agreeably to that doctrine, be idola- 
try according to the Old Teſtament, thoſe 
Scriptures are ſo far from affording us ſufficient. 
warrant for admitting ſuch a doctrine, that there 
doctrine itſelf affords the ſtrongeſt reaſon that 
can be, -for our rejecting every Scripture that 
teacheth it, as moſt aſſuredly ſpurious and falſe. 
Let us conſider then how the caſe ſtood un- 
der the Law of Moſes. We there find idolatry 
{o repeatedly prohibited, ſo ſignally and ſeverely 
puniſhed, and ſo , continually repreſented as a 
moſt heinous fin, that the great end of the di- 
vine diſpenſation under the Old Teſtament 
ſeems to have been, to eradicate from the Jewiſh 
people all propenſity to an idolatrous worſhip 
of the eternal Deity, .and by their means ta 
eſtabliſh amongſt mankind juſt and worthy ideas 
of the inviſible, omnipreſent author and pre- 
ſerver of their exiſtence, Accordingly, (as 
the counſels of omnipotence muſt ever do) it is 
well known. to have actually produced the ef. 
fect intended; for, from the Babyloniſh capti- 
vity to the preſent hour, the Jews have not only 
Gal. i, 8. 
Q 2 ſewa 
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fhewn no inclination to, but conſtantly mani. 
feſted the utmoſt abe from Oy of 
every kind, 

Jo underſtand the true nature of chae impi- 
ous crime, which is denominated idolatry in the 
Cid Teftament, we need only attend to the 
two firſt precepts of the Decalogue, which we, 
as well as the J * ae to be the Law 


0 God. 


T be firſt of theſe prohibits Polyzbeiſm, Now 
the Polytheiſt, in order to diſtinguiſh his vari- 
ety of Deities from each other, muſt neceſſa- 
rily conceive them to be of different natures, 
attributes and forms. The objects of his ado- 
ration therefore, inſtead of being infinite and 
incomprehenſible, are diſcernable and diſtin- 
guiſhable by the faculties of his mind: and, 


with the ſtatuary's or the painter's help, he is 


able to exhibit a viſible repreſentation of the 
ſeveral Gods he worſhips. Conſequently, whe- 
ther the artiſt's aid be called in or not, every 
polytheift muſt needs be an idolater, The firſt 
ſpecies:of idolatry then, and that which, toge- 
ther with polytheiſm, is ſolemnly forbidden in 
the firſt commandment, conſiſts in worſhipping 


any thing whatſoever as God, befides the one 


incorporeal, uncompounded, infinite Being, by 
whom this Law wasglven, whether it be a thing 


actually 


9 
actually ereated, or the mere creature of our 
own imagination. If, therefore, the Catholic 
Orthodox Church worſhippeth a compound 
God; if ſhe worſhipeth an human, and conſe- 
\ . quently a created being as the true God; if ſhe 
 perſonifies, and makes a diſtinct object of ador- 
ation of the extraordinary influence of the Di- 
vine power over the affairs of men (and that 
the doth the two firſt of theſe, at leaſt, cannot 
be denied); ſhe is guilty of the idolatry prohi- 
bited by this Commandment, and fo far an- 
ſwers the deſcription given of the Antichriſtian 
Church in the prophetic Viſion of St. John. 

But though polytheiſm neceſſarily implies 
idolatry, yet it is certain that idolatry may ſub- 
fiſt without polytheiſm - for a man, who ac- 
knowledges and worſhipsonly one God, may think 
ot that God ſo unworthily as to imagine him 
embodied in a material frame, and cloathed with 
the nature and paſſions of a created being. The 
object of every ſuch perſon's worſhip is, in his 
own idea, evidently an idol; and he wants only 
the {kill of the artiſt to produce a ſenſible deli- 
neation of the peculiar form and features, or to 
erect an image of the deity he adores. To wor- 
ſhip the one true God, therefore, under any bo- 
dily form whatever is another ſpecies of idolatry, 
__ _ criming) by the Moſaic revelation, 
_ repeatedly 
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repeatedly ſaid to be blaſpheming him; and 
which on account of its injurious derogation 
from the nature and attributes of the Almighty, 
and of its pernicious influence upon the religi- 
ous tenets and conſequently upon the minds and 
morals of mankind, 1s, ,in the ſecond Com- 
mandment, repreſented as more eſpecially diſ- 
pleaſing to our Creator, and prohibited with 
denunciation of a peculiar vengeance againſt .it. 
Of this kind of idolatry alſo, offenſive as it is 
declared to be to Heaven, the whole orthodox 
Church is unqueſtionably guilty, for ſhe avorw- 
edly worſhips the one true God as incarnate in the 
body of a man. 'The members of the Church 
of Rome make no ſcruple of uſing ſenſible re- 
preſentations of this incarnate object of their 
adoration : and your Lordſhip hath ſuggeſted *, 
that, poſſibly, their Church may, on that ac- 
count, deſerve the charge of idolatry alledged, 
in this Prophecy, againſt the Church of Anti- 
chriſt. However, with a prudent caution, ob- 
ſervable in more than one paſſage of your Lord- 
Thip's highly poliſhed diſcourſes, you decline 
inſiſting upon that circumſtance; although, if 
we except the above-mentioned tranſgreſſion of 
the firſt Commandment, it is the only jdolatry,. 
properly ſo called, of which ſhe is or can bg 

* Serm. xi, p. 383. a | 
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guilty. For ſince the crime of idolatry mani- 
feſtly confiſts either in worſhiping as God ſome- 
thing which is not God, or in worſhiping the 
true God under a bodily form; with reſpect to 
the petitions, which the Church of Rome offers, 
to deceaſed faints and martyrs, if ſhe adores 
them as à kind of tutelar, though inferior 
deities (as the Monkiſh divines of Africa, in 
the fourth century, from whom ſhe received the 
practice, moſt certainly did,) ſhe then, indeed, 
is guilty of a greater degree of polytheiſtic idolatry 
than the Proteſtants can be charged with; but 
if, as ſhe herſelf declares, ſhe really applies to 
them not as gods, but merely as mediators be- 
tween God and men, whatever offence ſhe may 
commit againſt the one mediator of the Chriſ- 
tian Covenant, whatever folly it may be to ad- 
dreſs herſelf to thoſe, who, as far as ſhe hath 
any juſt reaſon to think, are incapable of hear- 
ing her, ſhe is not, on that account, guilty of 
the fin prohibited under the name of 7dolatry. 
But your Lordſhip, no doubt, foreſaw, that a 

dire& accuſation of worſhiping the true God 
under a bodily form, brought againſt the Church 
of Rome, would aſſuredly draw after it a ſimi- 
lar charge againſt other orthodox Churches: for 
when the Proteſtants invoke the one almighty 
Lord of Heaven and earth by his nativity and 


2 circum- 
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circumciſion, his agony and bloody fweat, his croſi 
and paſſion, his death and burial, they repreſent 
to us the bodily form of their Deity as plainly as 
if they placed a crucifix before our eyes. And, 
accordingly, your Lordſhip well knows, they 
are not the churches and books of devotion of 
Roman-catholics only, in which images and 
pictures are to be found of the Human-Deity, or 
the God. Man, as the Orthodox affect to call him, 
whom both Papiſts and Proteſtants adore as the 
only true God. 

But there is no need of RSS the 
idolatry of every orthodox Church. Tour Lord- 
ſhip frankly and publicly avows it, and in- 
forms us, that one inſtance. of God's goodneſs 
and gracious indulgence to mankind, under the 
Goſpel diſpenſation, and the very end of his 
previous incarnation, was the gratifying the 
world with that idolatrous mode of worſhip, to 
which they were ſo prone, without imputing it 
to them as a crime. I ſay your Lordſhip does 
this, becauſe the ſcriptural confutation of Mr, 
Lindſay's arguments, being honoured with your 
Lordſhip's applauſe and recommendation, may 
very fairly be ſuppoſed. to ſpeak your Lord- 
ſhip's ſentiments on this occaſion : and, in that, 
Mr. Burgh (with leſs ſagacious warineſs, per- 


e than a more aged and experienced chams 
pion 


>. 

f pion of the-fame cauſe wauld have ſhewn) hath 
plainly/told us *, that God © took manhood on 
«« him, in as to give a /enfible objeft of wwar- 
Hip to mankind, incapable of forming any 
adequate idea of the abſtract God, whoſe 
„qualities are of a nature incomprehenſible by 
** our minds. The world, merged in idolatry 
A continues this orthodox writer) at the time 
4 of his incarnation, was mercifully indulged 
„ with an object of ſenſe, to which men could 
4% look according to habit alſo, as well as the 
natural incapacity to conceive a God only 
* ſpiritual, and to whom, even by the exertion of 
be ſame faculties by which they had adopted and 
<& adored jdols, they could prefer. waſp, with- 
aut the imputation of idolatry.” ; 
I will do this roma ond (tated: ee | 
the Catholic Faith the juſtice to acknowledge, 
that he entertains ideas perfectly conformable' 
to the principles he has eſpouſed, and that I am 
fully ſatisfied no better argument can be offered, 
in ſupport of the received theology, than that 
which he hath here adduced. But, at the ſame 
time, when I conſider, that, according to this re- 
preſentation of things, mankind are incapable of 
conceiving a God only ſpiritual, though the Jews, 
n their Baby loniſh captivity, the Pagan le. 
Seript. Conf. p. 150, Ed. 1. is 5 

R fapkers, 
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ſophers, at all times, amongſt the ancients, the 
Mahomedans, for the moſt part, from the days 
of Mahomed, and the very numerous body of 
modern European Deiſts, are all inconteſtable 
proofs to the contrary ; that, under the law of 
Moſes, an omniſcient and omnipotent Being was 
endeavouring to accompliſh an impracticable 
end, and under the Goſpel gave up the very 
point he before aimed at, on account of that 
human incapacity of which he himſelf was the 
author ; that the eternal, immutable Deity, who 
is always the ſame*, who never alters the de- 
cree he hath once pronounced, with whom is no va- 
riableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning, hath under- 
gone the greateſt change, of which any ſpiritual 
being is capable, on purpoſe to. juſtify and 
eſtabliſh, at one period, the very ſame mode of 
- worſhip which he had moſt ſolemnly prohibited 
at another; and laſtly, that, with a caprice and 
fickleneſs of mind, unbecoming the weakeſt of 
his frail creatures, after having, for many ge- 
nerations, ſeyerely puniſhed the forefathers of the 
Jewiſh people, under the old Covenant, for 
worſhipping him under a bodily form, he, under 
the new, inflicts his vengeance upon their, poſ- 
terity, for refuſing to tranſgreſs his own Com- 
mandment, and worſhip him under the form 

Palm cii, 27. Ibid. Laxxix, 34. James i, 17. 
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of « man; when 1 conſider this, my Lord, 1 


fay, the falſhood, the abſurdity, the blaſphemy, 
both of the ſyſtem and its defence, appear ſo 
glaring, that I am ſhocked and aſtoniſhed to 
find either of them patronized and. abetted by 


men, eſpecially of your Lordſhip's character, 
who acknowledge the authenticity of both the 


revelations, and profeſs to be miniſters of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, 

In ſpeaking of the Biſhop of Meaux's ob- 
jection to the uſual Proteſtant interpretation of 
this Prophecy, I have above ſuggeſted what I 


believe to be the true reaſon why the idolatry of 


the Apoſtate Church is never once called ſpi- 
ritual adultery, though it was unqueſtionably the 
Prophet's intent to paint her crimes in the high- 
eſt colouring. But it is well worth our obſer- 
vation, that, although, in this ſeventeenth chap- 
ter, ſhe is only called he mother of harlots and 
of abominations in general, yet, in the former part 


of this ſeries of prophetic viſions, ſhe is accuſed 


of ſpiritual ſodomy x. Now fornication and adul- 
tery, my Lord, though criminal, are ſuch 
crimes as men may eaſily fall into through the 


inſtigation of their natural appetites, if they be 


not carefully kept within the bounds of duty 


and reaſonable reſtraint ; but the vice of Sodom 
„Rev. xi, 8. ä 
R 2 can- 
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cannot be accounted for upoh the principle of 
natural deſire; it is a pollution altogether con+ 
trary to nature, ahd muſt eyer be odious and 
it diſguſtful to thoſe whoſe morals are not de - 
| praved and vitiated in a very high degree.” In 
like manner, the adoration of the ſun, moon 
and ſtars, amongſt people ignorant of aſtronomy, 
ſeems an eaſy conſequence from a natural ad- 
miration of thoſe ſplendid orbs, joined to an ex- 
perience of their great utility and influence over 
the earth. The worſhip, alſo, of deceaſed he- 
roes, and the diſtinguiſhed benefactors of man- 
kind, was produced, no doubt, by an exceſſive 
love of their perſons, and veneration for their 
memories, accompanied with a ftrong perſua- 
fion of their exiſtence after death. And thus 
almoſt every inſtance of Pagan idolatry may be , 
accounted for from the immoderate prevalence 
of ſome of thoſe paſſions, which are inherent in 
human nature. But whether the worſhipping \ 
three different agents, as three diſtinct objects of 
adoration and diſcourſe, and yet as conſtituting 
but one God; whether the worſhipping a Divi- 
nity, who is himſelf his own father and his own 
ſon, his own ſender and his own meſſenger ; whe- 
ther the worſhipping the immutable and immortal 
Godhead, as having changed the mode of his ex- 
iſtence, and compounded himſelf with the frail 
and 


C088; 

and mortal nature of man on purpoſe that he 
might die; whether this, my Lord, be not a 
| ſpecies of zdolairy unknown in ancient times, 
unaccountably monſtrous and inrational, and 
repugnant to every natural faculty of an un- 
prejudiced mind, I leave to your Lordſhip, and 
every other patron of the orthodox theology, 
feriouſly and candidly to conſider. 

Having mentioned the eleventh chapter of 
this Apocalypſe, I cannot forbear remarking to 
your Lordſhip, that, in that part of the pro- 
phetic viſion, the Apoſtate Church is repre- 
fented as divided into an equal number of party 
with the civil power of that empire by which 
ſhe is eſtabliſhed. And we are told, that the 
abolition of the Antichriſtian ſuperſtition will 
firſt take place in one tentb part“, that is, in 
one of the European ſtates alone; and that, at 
ſome diſtance of time afterwards, it will be 
every where accompliſhed. But your Lordſhip 
knows, that the religious change which took 
place at the ſeparation of the Proteſtants from 
the Church of Rome, inſtead of being con- 
fined to one, was effected in many different 
ſtates nearly at the ſame time; ſo that what we 
| fondly call by that name, cannot be the impor- 
tant Reformation here predicted, and which is 

| Rev. xi, 13, 


abſo . 
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cannot be accounted for upoh the principle of 
natural deſire; it is a pollution altogether con · 
trary to nature, ahd muſt ever be odious and 
diſguſtful to thoſe whoſe morals are not de · 
praved and vitiated in a very high degree. In 
like manner, the adoration of the ſun, moon 
and ſtars, amongſt people ignorant of aſtronomy, 
ſeems an eaſy conſequence from a natural ad- 
miration of thoſe ſplendid orbs, joined to an ex- 
perience of their great utility and influence over 
the earth. The worſhip, alſo, of deceaſed he. 
roes, and the diſtinguiſhed benefactors of man- 


kind, was produced, no doubt, by an exceſſive. 


love of their perſons, and veneration for their 
memories, accompanied with a ſtrong perſua- 
fion of their exiſtence after death. And thus 


almoſt every inſtance of Pagan idolatry may be , 


accounted for from the immoderate prevalence 
of ſome of thoſe paſſions, which are inherent in 


human nature. But whether the worſhipping 


three different agents, as three diſtinct objects of 
adoration and diſcourſe, and yet as conſtituting 
but one God; whether the worſhipping a Divi- 
nity, who is himſelf his own father and his own 
ſon, his own ſender and his own meſſenger ; whe- 
ther the worſhipping the immutable and immortal 
Godhead, as having changed the mode of his ex- 
en and compounded kimſclt with the frail 
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and mortal nature of man on purpoſe that he 
might die; whether this, my Lord, be not a 
| ſpecies of jdolairy unknown in ancient times, 
unaccountably monſtrous and inrational, and 
repugnant to every natural faculty of an un- 
. prejudiced mind, I leave to your Lordſhip, and 
every other patron of the orthodox theology, 
feriouſly and candidly to conſider. 

Having mentioned the eleventh chapter of 
this Apocalypſe, I cannot forbear remarking to 
your Lordſhip, that, in that part of the pro- 
phetic viſion, the Apoſtate Church is repre- 
fented as divided into an equal number of parts 
with the civil power of that empire by which 
ſhe is eſtabliſhed. And we are told, that the 
abolition of the Antichriſtian ſuperſtition will 
firſt take place in one temb part, that is, in 
one of the European ſtates alone; and that, at 
ſome diſtance of time afterwards, it will be 
every where accompliſhed. But your Lordſhip 
knows, that the- religious change which took 
place at the ſeparation of the Proteſtants. from 


the Church of Rome, inſtead of being con- 
fined to one, was effected in many different 


ſtates nearly at the ſame time; ſo that what we 

_ fondly call by that name, cannot be the impor- 

tant Reformation here predicted, and which is 
3 ® Rev, xi, 13. 180 
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abſolutely necellary 't to the completion of this 
prophecy. = 
557 I have now, my brd; in as Alea man- 

ner as I could, ſubmitted to your Lordſhip and 

my fellow citizens at large, the remarks I had 
to offer relative to the important queſtions pro- 
poſed in the firſt page of this letter. What im- 
preſſion they may make upon your Lordſhip or 
any other perſon, I cannot pretend to judge. 
But ſuch a compariſon of our theological te- 
nets with the ſpirit and letter of the Old Teſta- 
ment, and with the prophecies of the New, 
ſtrikes my mind with the cleareſt conviction of 
which it is capable. To bring the whole into 
one point of view, the _ dhe 4 acoug to me to 
ſtand thus: iricho 
Both in the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Scriptures 
an appeal is made to the completion of pre- 
dicted events *, as the only infallible criterion. 
between a real ws a pretended revelation; and 
we are, in an eſpecial manner, referred to the 
ſpirit of prophecy, as the teſtimony of Feſus +. 
From hence it neceſſarily follows, that either 
thoſe predictions of the Goſpel, which ought 
to have occurred before the preſent date of the 
Chriſtian æra, muſt have really come to pale 


'® Beſides Deut. xviii. abore cited, ſee Ifaiah xli. 22, 23- 
xy. 85 9. xliv. 7, 8. + Rev. xix, 10. 
or 


( 5 | | 
Ser elle the Goſpel itſelf is falſe. The grand 


object of thoſe prophecies is a Catholic apoſtacy 


from the true and rational religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt to a myſterious, Blaſphemous, idolatrous ſu- 
perſtition, under the deluſive influence of which 
the people would turn away their ears from the 
truth, and rejef ſound dofirine, and adopt. fa- 
bles and falſhood in its room. Such a Religion 
- muſt needs be fundamentally and totally erro- 

neous. Since therefore every eſtabliſhed church 

in Chriſtendom, from the fourth century to 


our own. times, hath been built upon one and 


the ſame orthodox foundation, and hath adopted 
the very ſame primary eſſential articles of reli. 


gious doctrine and belief, either they have all 


apoſtatized from the true Chriſtian faith, ac- 
cording to the tenor of theſe prophecies, or 
no ſuch apoſtacy hath happened. In other 


words, EITHER THE CHRISTIAN REVELATION 


Is NOT TRUE, OR THE RELIGION OF EVERY OR= 


'THODOX Cnuxcn IN EUROPE IS FABULOUS AND 


FALSE. 


Under this conviction, my Lord, had I ima- 


gined that the members of the legiſlature in 
| general, and your Lordſhip's ſacred order in 
particular, had duly attended to theſe circum- 
ſtances, and ſtill determined to maintain the 
eſtabliſhed ſyſtem of theology, I ſhould have 


4 | thought 
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thought myſelf bound in conſcience immediately 
to relinquiſh my ſacerdotal office, and with» 
draw myſelf from the national church. But I 
perſuade myſelf that neither the prophecies of 
the Goſpel, nor the fundamental articles of the 
legal creeds have yet been attentively confider- 
ed in the light in which I have here endeavoured 
to place them. And it ſeems to me the duty of 
every man, who thinks he perceives important 
errors and abuſes in the religious ſociety of 
which he is a member, firſt to uſe his beſt en- 
deavours to have them reformed and rectiſied; 
and, if they prove ineffectual, then to renounce 
the fellowſhip of every ſuch erroneous Church. 
In conſequence of this perſuaſion, I have 

troubled your Lordfhip with this publication, 
which would have appeared much ſooner, if I 
hall not found it neceſſary to await the long- 
protracted iſſue of an appeal, made in the courſe 
of a tedious proſecution commenced againſt me, 
in the eccleſiaſtical courts , partly through the 
1ntem- 


* In proof of the real decay of the iliberal ſpirit of An- 
tichriſtianiſm amongſt us, as well as in juſtice (and, on 
my part, gratitude) to the parifhioners of Tewkeſbury, 
it Gught to be obſerved, that the proſecution here mentj- 
oned was approved and encouraged only by a ſmall party, 
whilſt the majority, upon the firſt notice of it, to their 
laſting * formally declared their » of it 555 | 
a 


1 | (9 

intem mperate zeal of that intolerapt bigotry 

and narrow-minded ſuperſtition, which hath 

been the chief ſubject of the preceding pages, 

but much, more through the malicious rage 
of c offended arrogance and overbearing pride. 

Had the cauſe of Chriſtianity againſt Anti- 


chriſtianiſm been pleaded, upon theſe very 
grounds, by an advocate of your Lordſhip's 
talents and diſtinction, much might have 
been expected. But I am thoroughly ſenſible. 
how, little probable- it is, that arguments, 
urged by. ſa infignificant an individual as my» 
ſelf, however reaſonable and well founded, 
ſhould, have any conſiderable influence, when 
oppoſed.to the general, inveterate pre} udices of. 
ſo many ages, combined with the particular,, 
temporal intereſts of a very powerful body of 
men. I have now, however, done all that is 
in my power towards that neceſſary reforma- 
tion in our religion, which, I am confident, 
muſt, ere long, take place, notwithſtanding all 
the oppoſition of the Hierarchy, and of ſo, 
large a majority of the clergy ; „ and have ſa, 


the public prints ; and, with a moſt diſintereſted. gene-. 
roſity and truly Chriſtian-like benevolence, voluntarily 
raiſed amongſt themſelves a very large ſum, to defray. 
the charges attending my defence. 


8 far 
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far ſatisfied my conſcience i in the diſcharge of 


what I believe to be my duty upon this occa- 
fion, as 2 member of the eſtabliſhed, church, 


a good citizen of my country, and a ſincere 


diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, My next ſtep ſhall 


be, and that ſpeedily (unleſs, beyond my ex- 
pectation, the diſpofition of the legiſlature 
towards this important buſineſs ſhould be great- 
ly altered), to demonſtrate, that, whilſt I have 
ſo cloſely attended to the meaning of other 
parts of the prophetic vifion of St. John, I 

have not been regardleſs of that pathetic, hea- 
venly admonition *, which, in your Lordſhip's 
opinion, made it the duty of the Proteſtants 


to ſeparate from the communion of the church 
of Rome. 
In 


® Rev. xviii. 4, $&. 

oy" Serm. xii, p. 416. Your Lordſhip, however, is 
of opinion, that che latter part of this ſame admonition 
is merely prophetic of a future event, and not injunctive 
of any duty upon the true diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt. I 
am ſorry to differ on ſo many occaſions from ſo great and 
deſervedly-admired a critic ; but the Papiſts ſeem ta 
me to reaſon very juſtly when they conclude, that, if the 
words Come out of her my people, &c. lay Chriſtians under 
an obligation to ſeparate from the apoſtate church, the 
words reward her as ſhe hath rewarded Dou, &c. lay them 
under an equal obligation, as far as is in their power, to 
endeavour her extirpation, At t the ſame time it is evi- 

4 dently 


i. 8 

ha a mean time, 1 would willingly guard 
Again nſt one ſpecies of cenſure, which T thi nk 
it not unlikely theſe pages may excite again 
me, and which 1 ſhould be very ſorry to be 
thought to deſerve. 

In religious bree, „it hath been fo 
long the cuſtom to predetermine the ſentence 
of the laſt day, and in the genuine, uncharita- 
ble, contracted ſpirit of Antichriſtianiſm, to 
condemn all, who differ from ourſelves in 
| opinion, to ſuffer eternal torments in the world 


dently impoſible hs they, who are really aftuated by 
the ſpirit of that amiable religion, which breathes no- 
Thing but benevolence and love towards all mankind, 
ſhould be guilty of revenge, or treat any of their erring 
fellow creatures with that unfeeling cruelty and inhuman 
hardnefs of heart, with which the intolerant zeal df 
Antichriſtianiſm hath, ar all times; inſpired its bigotted 
votaries. But it is by no means requiſite that fimilar 
\ ſhould always be effected by ſimilar means. T he 
utter deſtructidn of the Antichriſtian church, and the of: 
fering perſonal violence to any of its members; are very 
diſtinct things ; and the latter is far from being, in the 
leaſt degree, neceſſarily implied i in the former ; for, as 
Monteſquieu hath well obſerved, · De ce que la ſociẽte 
« ſeroit ancantie, il ne s' enſuivroit pas que les hommes 
« qui la forment duſſent auſſi etre ancantis. La ſociẽte 
4 eſt l' union des Hommes & non pas les hommes; le 
«© citoyen”? (of 7 for inftaice) ** peut; pro & 
20 homme reſter.“ 

Efprit de Loix; 1. 10; c: 3. 


82 to 


£A_ — . — — * — 
— * la. a Ae 
— — — 


- 
— 
LY 


— 


* 
EL 


* 


hd 


„ 4,90" xþ1 
. | 185 ' 22 | 
to dome ; ' decliring that they. ane. be foveds 
| and muſt, without doubt, periſh everloſtingly ; that, 
hen I attempt to prove the religious doctrines 
eſtabliſhed amongſt us by law to be blaſphemy, 
and the orthodox mode of worſhipping God to 
be idolatry, I may, Perhaps, be ee to 
and every individual profeſſor of the Catholic 
belief, of the guilt of thoſe heinous ſins; and 
to inſinuate, that, at the day of judgement, they 
will be condemned to endure everlaſting pu- 
niſhment as idolaters and Baſpbemert. But, 
though the opinions of men eannot alter the 
nature of things, not prevent the "thy per- 
nicious effects, Which a falſe religion and ſu- 
perſtitious notions ef the Deity muſt evet hade 
upon the minds and morals of the getierality 
of the people, yet » P am ſenſible how indiſ- 
penſably requiſite an evil intention is to con- 
ſtitute crime: and 1 know, by experience, 
that, where tbe moſt blaſphemous idalatry is once 
adopted and made familiar by Habit, it may 
be practiſed by good men with the ſiacereſt 
piety. and the beſt intentions in the world, 
The religion of Jeſus Chriſt teacheth me, 
that the ſame God, who winked at idolatry in the 
„ times 
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times of pagan ignorance, will make the like 
merciful allowances for the influence of that 


unhappy deluſion, which he predicted by his 
prophets, and through which (no doubt for 
wiſe and good reaſons) he hath thought fit to 
ſuffer his creatures to be ſo long deceived. 
And my hope is, to participate the bleſſings 
of a future ſtate of exiſtence together with your 
Lordſhip and every other virtuous and amia- 


ble man, not only of every religious perſuaſi- 
on, but even of none at all. For I cannot 


help concluding that the benevolent Father 
and merciful Judge of all men will be, at leaſt, 
as indulgent to thoſe Deiſts, who, making a 
free and candid uſe of the rational faculties 
with which he hath endowed them, refuſe 
their aſſent where their mind is unconvinced, 
and reject the truth of Mie revelation, which 
is ſhewn them only thequgh the medium of 


% 
* 9 


error; as to the profeſſors of the Aulicbriſtian 
faith, who, led on by habit, in direct contra- 
diction to their reaſon, embrace ERROR inſtead 
of TRUTH, | | 
I am, my Lord, 
With much unfeigned reſpect, 
Your Lordſhip's obliged 
And very humble ſervant, 
EDWARD EVANSON. 
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